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| OF THE AE _ 
COMMITTEE or CORRESPONDENCE, H JN 
J Confirmed by the Court of DIRECTORS, &c. I 
| T a Committee of Correſpondence, held on Wedneſday, the 26th MF 
of July, 1780, | 2 
1 | CHAIRMAN, Mr, Mansnir, . ; 
1 Drpurr, Mr. Boo rn, 
Mr. WooDHOusSE, Mr. HARR1s0N, 
Mr. SAVAGE, Mr. Cums. 


In purſuance of a Reſolution of Court of the 4th inſtant, that the 
buſineſs of Mr. Paul Benfield, which had been referred to a Committee 


| of Correſpondence, and afterwards laid before the Court, ſhould be re- 


| committed to the ſaid Committee; your Committee having carefully 
| examined the Company's Records relative to ſuch parts of Mr. Ben- - 
3 . - field's conduct as were the occaſion of his ſuſpenſion from the ſervice, A 
and recal from Madras, proceed to ſtate the ſame, with' ſuch obſerva- - * 
tions as have occurred thereon, for the further information of the —* 
P Court on that ſubject. | 72 3 
| Your Committee find, That on che Gch day of June, 1777, the : A AJ 
Court reſolved unanimouſly, | | f 1 


That Mr, Benfield ſhould” be recalled ſton Fort St. George, that his 
conduct might be enquired into; and by the Court's Letter to Fort / St. 
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George, dated the 11th of June, 1777, it is ſtated, that the late difſen- 
tions in Council, which brought on all the troubles at Madras, took their 
riſe from the claims of Mr. Benfield on the Tanjore country; that the 
nature of thoſe claims had not been ſufficiently explained; and by the 
ſaid Letter Mr. Benfield was alſo ſuſpended the ſervice, and recalled 
from Fort St. George;—and it was directed that he ſhould take his paſ- 
ſage for Europe by the firſt opportunity. 


And your Committee find, by a Letter from the Select Committee at 
Fort St. Gcorge, dated the 22d of October, 1778, That Mr. Benfield 


had then reſigned the Company s ſervice; that he was to proceed to 
England per the Valentine; in which ſhip he arrived in Ireland the 24 


of September, 1779; and the following teſtimonial is inſerted in the 
Letter of the Select Committee concerning him: 


« In juſtice to Mr. Benfield's conduct as Contractor for the Fortifi- 


* cations, we think. it proper to mention, that all the Works executed 
ee by him, as far as we can judge ourſelves, or learn from the report of 


i others, are finiſhed in a maſterly and durable manner.” 


And your Committee find, That, on the 20th of September, Mr. Ben- 
field informed the Court, that he ſhould be happy to communicate to 
them any matter within his knowledge reſpeCting the concerns of the 
Company: And, on the 16th of November, 1779, addreſſed the Court 
as follows, viz. 

„% HONOURABLE SIRs, 

«© IN my Letter to your Secretary, of the 2oth September laſt, I did 
«© myſelf the honour to adviſe you of my arrival, having taken the ear- 
& hieſt opportunity to return to England, in obedience to your Orders, 
« ſignified to the Preſidency of Fort St. Voorgh, 2 in your General Letter 
« of the 11th June, 1777. | 
Conſcious as I feel myſelf of having ſerved the Honourable Com- 
pany with unſhaken fidelity, and to the beſt of my abilities, during 

* « A xe- 


* 
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« a reſidence of many years in India, and that too on occaſions of par- 
« ticular importance, it is therefore natural for me to feel the warmeſt 
„ anxiety to clear up any circumſtances the Court may have conceived 
«to my prejudice, which I am convinced have originated wholly from 
« miſrepreſentations, and from that partial information which muſt of 
* neceſſity ſometimes miſlead the moſt upright intentions, in judging 
« of the remote ttanſactions of India. 


* I conceive it to be a duty I owe not only to my honour and charac- 
« ter, but likewiſe to my Honourable Employers, to be anxious and 
« urgent for a ſpeedy and thorough inveſtigation of thoſe parts of my 
„ conduct, which, as they have been brought before you, have placed 


« me in the diſagreeable predicament of appearing to incur your cen- 


„ ſure. I ſhall farther hope for your indulgence, in giving directions 


« for my being made acquainted with the circumſtances of my con- 
& duct that could have occaſioned thoſe unfavourable impreſſions, of 
« which I have not yet received any communication; or to be indulged 
« with an inſpection of thoſe points that affect my conduct. From a 
« knowledge of theſe, I have not a doubt of being able effectually to 
& refute any allegations to my prejudice, and to place my conduct and 
« character in ſuch a point of view, as to merit the honour of your r 
&« probation. J am, with reſpet, Honourable Sirs, „tl 
London, Tour faithful humble hs. 


16th Nov. 1779- | Paul Ba8nyieLD,! ” 
And on the 15th- of December, 1779, 1 mung Addroſy/ was 
alſo received from Mr. Benfield: Tired 


To the Honourable the Court L Directors To the Eaft- India Company. 


l 


HoNOURABLE Sins, Fl T7 

N the twenty-eighth paragraph 5 your General Letter to the Gover- 
nor and Council of Fort St. George, dated the 13th June, 1777s 
you bave been pleaſed to ſuſpend me from your ſervice, and to recal 
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[4 4 
me from your Settlement, in order more clearly to inveſtigate the na- 
ture of claims made by me on the Tanjore country. 


In obedience to your commands, I proceeded to England; and having, 
fince my Addreſs to your Honours of the 16th timo, peruſed with at- 
tention all thoſe parts of the authentic Records publiſhed on the ſubject 
of the late tranſactions in India, that relate in any degree to my con- 
duct, I now crave leave, with the utmoſt reſpect, to ſubmit the follow- 
ing undiſguiſed relation of facts to your. conſideration, in vindication 
of ſuch parts of my conduct as ſeem implicated in the cenſure con- 
tained in your before-mentioned Orders. 


When the credit and reſources of the Nabob became nearly exhauſt- 
ed, by the expences of the ſecond expedition againſt Tanjore ; in addi- 
tion to his former debts, his Highneſs, with the knowledge and ap- 
probation of the Governor, made application to me to aſſiſt him with 


my credit, in order to ſatisfy the claims of the Dutch, in conſequence 
of ſeveral diſtrits having been ceded to them, for a valuable conſidera- 


tion, by the Rajah of Tanjore. Thoſe. diſtricts they at firſt appeared 
determined to defend againſt our army, then arrived on their frontiers 
to demand poſſeflion on the part of the Nabob; and they became the 
more tenacious, in proportion as the Nabob became anxious to get 
poſſeſſion. In this very critical ſituation, when our troops ſtood 
oppoſed to theirs, expecting every moment to engage, and the Dutch 
(in hourly expectation of a conſiderable reinforcement of troops from 
Batavia) were uſing every mode of procraſtination, and had abſolutely 
rejected all the aſſignments and ſecurities tendered by the Nabob, in- 


ſifting on immediate payment; in theſe circumſtances, my endeavours, 


exerted at the earneſt requeſt of the Nabob, were happily ſucceſsful, 


by the interpoſition of my ſecurity for the payment of all their claims. 


on account of thoſe countries; and matters were, by thoſe means, ac- 
commodated. Had I not aſſiſted in this delicate conjuncture, one or 
i other 


Wo 


other of the following alternatives muſt unavoidably have been che 


conſequence; either the Dutch would have been now in poſſeſſion of 


thoſe. diſtricts (the chief part of which has been ſince cedet to the 


Company), and by that means have acquired a territorial influence in 
the Carnatic, or hoſtilities muſt have taken place between the two Com 
panies, big with the fatal ſeeds of national diſcord. N 


By long, and very extenſive dealings as a merchant, I had gained 
credit at Fort St. George, confidence with the natives of India, and: 
with the monied people in particular, to an extent never. before, expe- 
rienced by any European in that country, This credit, and thoſe re- 
ſources, I was happy to exert on ſo urgent an occaſion, and under the 
firmeſt perſuaſion that I was promoting the moſt eſſential intereſts of my 
Honourable Employers ; nor was it pollible for me to conceive, at that 
time, that what I deemed an important ſervice to the Company, could. 
ever become an object of their future cenſure. 


My loans to the Nabob were extenſive, but they were not of a'clan- 
deſtine nature, nor to anſwer private purpoſes; they were 'well'kiown, 
during the whole courſe of them, to your Governor and Council, and 
to the whole Settlement. I paid into your Treaſury, on the Na- 
bob's account, nearly 20 lacks of pagodas, or 800,000l.. ſterling, be- 
ſides ſatisfying claims of the Dutch to the amount of 2 50, ooOl. more: 
Nor can any circumſtance more ſtrongly mark the entire concurrence: 


of your Governor and Council, than that my tranſactions were chiefly 


with themſelves, on the part of the Company. Surely, then, it was 
natural for me to expect, that the neceſſity of the occaſion, the ſervice- 
performed, and the unanimous ſanction of your Repreſentatives, would 
have inſured me your Honours' approbation of this part of my con- 


duc. , 
1 Had 


16 


Had your Governor and Council thought my loans improper, or in- 


conſiſtent with my duty to the Company, it became them to have 


ſignified their diſapprobation at the time. But, on the contrary, in a 
very early ſtage of my tranſactions with the Nabob, your Governor 
en:er<d the following Minute on Conſultation, which, 1 humbly con- 
ceive, implies not only a full approval of my conduct in this reſpect, 
but a degree of merit alſo, proportioned to the importance of the oc- 
caſion; and this certainly operated with me, to exert myſelf to the 
utmoſt extent of my power in procuring that money for his Highneſs, 
which enabled him to -make good his payments to the Company's 


treaſury. The Governor's Minute is in the following words; vis. 


.“ As it appears by the foregoing Treaty, that Mr. Paul Benfield, 
« jointly with a Soucar, has engaged to diſcharge the money which 


the Nabob has engaged to pay to the Dutch; the Preſident thinks 
it neceflary to acquaint the Board, that the Nabob informed him, 


„ during the courſe of the Negociation, he had requeſted the aſſiſtance 
& of Mr. Benfield, in raiſing the money, to comply with the demands 
« of the Dutch; and the Preſident has reaſon to believe, that, unleſs 
Mr. Benfield had exerted himſelf in this buſineſs, it would not have 
been in the Nabob's power to have accommodated matters ſo ſoon with 
« the Dutch.” 


This Minute ſtands uncontroverted on your Records; nor was the 
tranſaction cenſured by your Honours, when it came under your cog- 
niſance, at the time when your Governor and Council fell under your 


£ 
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diſpleaſure, Theſe combined circumſtances have always appeared to 


me, as the moſt unqueſtionable ſanction to my proceedings on the 
occaſion. 


When Lord Pigot arrived at Madras, and the Orders of the Com- 
pany, for the reſtoration of the Rajah, were known, I waited on his 


Lordſhip, 
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Lordſhip, previous to his ſetting out for Tanjore, and informed him 
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I of the nature and extent of my claims on that country. Had his 
| Lordſhip, during this converſation, given me any reaſon to apprehend 
f the diſſiculties which I afterwards experienced, [ ſhould certainly have 
laid them before the Board, previous to his departure, His Lordſhip' 8 
4 declaration to me was, „That he could have no wiſh, nor deſire, to 
4 « deliver over. the property of his fellow-ſubjet to a Gentoo or 
R „Pagan; and that, if I ſent a perſon-with him, to repreſent on the 
J % {pot what was my property. it would be ſufficient.” With this 
f aſſurance from his Lordſhip, I thought myſelf perfectly ſecure of his 
good offices; but when I-waited on his Lordſhip at Tanjore, I found 
; him, in my caſe, by no means diſpoſed to protect the property of his 
I fellow - ſubject, or to do me that juſtice which he had made me confi- 
dently expect, when at Madras: on the contrary, the ſeizure of my 
I grain, and the expulſion of my ſervants, took place. A ſtop was put 
5 to the recovery of my extenſive property in that country; my affairs 


| were brought to the brink of ruin; my friends regarded me as an un- 
1 done man; and perhaps I was the only perſon in the Settlement, 
capable of ſuſtaining ſo great a ſhock, or of eſcaping total ruin. 


Had it been his Lordſhip's intention to do me juſtice, whatever ob- 
jections might be urged to the validity of the Nabob's aſſignments, he 
Þ would, at leaſt, have interpoſed to ſecure the grain belonging to me of 
y the former crop, as well as the money advanced by me on the Nabob's 


R | account to the Tanjoreans, for ſowing and cultivating the land. 
; akne 


Wich regard to the aſſignments, his Lordſhip knew, or might have 
known, that the money for which they had been given, had been bona 
fide advanced by me; and that by far the greateſt part of j it had been 
actually paid into the Company's treaſury : Common juſtice ſhould 


ther efore, I humbly conceive, have induced him to | procure” me other 
GO IT OO ſecurity 
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ſecurity for my property, if the Nabob's aſſignments on the Rajah's 
country were deemed inadmiſſible. 


His Lordſhip's abſolute refuſal to interfere at all in my behalf, laid 
me under the neceſſity of ſubmitting my diſtreſſes to the conſideration 
and juſtice of the Board. If the diſputes that afterwards followed, on 
the ſubje& of my claims, had been the primary cauſe of diſſentions in 
your Council at Madras, which, however, was by no means the caſe, 
thoſe diſſentions cannot be imputed to me, who confined my repreſent- 
ations ſolely to the purpoſe of obtaining juſtice for myſelf; for the 
truth of which, I crave permiſſion to appeal to my Letters, and to the 
Records of the Board, at that time; from whence alſo, I apprehend, 
it will clearly appear, that the original cauſe of diſputes in the Council 
at Madras was, the civil and military powers which Lord Pigot ob- 
tained, previous to his ſetting out for Tanjore, and that before any 
repreſentations were made by me. If your Honours will permit me to 
recapitulate, I will venture to declare, that, unaſſiſted by privileges of 
ſtations in India, without other influence than was produced by laudable 
exertions in commerce, and the rectitude of my tranſactions, I was 
enabled, by my extenſive credit, to afford very eſſential aſſiſtance to 
your Ally, and I will add, to the Company too, on a very intereſting 
occaſion to both. As to the propriety of the primary object, the ex- 
pedition againſt Tanjore, it was not my province, nor did it become 
me to julge. The ſucceſs which attended your arms involved the 
Nabob and the Company in; thoſe ſubſequent diſputes with the, Dutch, 
which muſt have terminated in hoſtilities, had not means been inſtantly 
found to ſatisfy their juſt claims. The conſequences might have been 
ſerious, the event embarraſſing to your Honours (perhaps to the na- 
tion), and to what extent is not ealy to determine. My credit was 
ſubſtituted by the Nabob, and accepted by the Dutch, in acquittal of 


their 
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their claims; ;; Afferences were thereby Compoſed, which muſt. other- 
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wiſe, have been ſettled in Europe, — inconveniences prev aſe ed, too 
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My loans were not thoſe of a Chief of a Settlement; nor not even theſe 18 
of 2 a ſubordinate Factory; nor of a Military Officer, armed. with powers 


which might ſuperſede rectitude, and operate in oppreſſion, the ereby 
preventing the Nabob from receiving his juſt demands from the inha- 


bitants, and conſequently, from ſupplying the \ Cotapilny's" "Te y. 


Againſt loans thus circumſtanced, I humbly conceive, the, Company's 


. prohibitory clauſes were principally intended: mine, on on the contrary, 
was an open proceeding, in the face of day, approved, of by the, Go- 


vernor and Council, and tending mutually to. the advantage of the 
Nabob, of the Company, and of the inhabitants of the king dom of 
Tanjore, then. ſuppoſed to be the ſubjeQs of his Hi ghnels. B y the money 

advanced them, they were enabled to c ultivate' their lande, go te 


by to furniſh the means of fecuring a future revenue, 


have been the ultimate object of all parties: - and, abliaticl 1855 
political conſiderations, was efſentially mm whoever might retain. 


the province of Tanjore. 09! 02 fut ot norton” 5 


If ſuch conduct was criminal, ſuch, Honourable Sirs, i is my "crime, 


If money lent for the above purpoſes ought to be ſoft, 1 deſerve to be 


ruined. 1 the exertions of a Prone individual at the fim of his p 
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nant with danger, chould be deemed worthy of bim, Lamin 


that unfortunate predicament. 


I am now before your tribunal, and humbly append lo julliee. | 


I will only further intreat your Hononrs; that my tranſactions may be 
diveſted of falſe colourings; that unſupported impatations be not ad- 


mitted as evidence againſt me; that groundleſs ſuppoſitions may not 
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dered a Randing Order at Fort St. George. | 


( 10 ) 


prejudice my cauſe ; that eriminating charges, of which it is impoſſible 


1 could be guilty, be not admitted without proof; and, conſcious 6f 


having, to the beſt of my judgment, and to the utmoſt of my power, 


acted as your faithful ſervant, I will indulge myſelf in the fulleſt ex- 
pectation, that complete reſtoration to your favour will be the reſult of 


your candid determination. "De: Vee Bagg | 
I am, with reſpect, 1 8 4 A ni 
__*HoNoURABLE SiS, "2 
London, Your very obedient humble Grvake, 
Dec. 15 1779. ah "neg PauL BEeNnFIELD, 


And your Committee find, by a parigtaph of a letter from tlie Court 
of Directors to the Preſident and Council of Fort St. George, dated 
27th of October, 1714, That dealings with the Country Government i in 


money matters were Probibited, and that ſuch pn was ren- 


And in conſequence of che claims of the Nabob' 5 private. creditors 
in 1769, and in order to prevent all perſons living under the Com- 


pany's protection from having any correſpondence or dealings with 
any of the Country Powers, or their Miniſters, without the know- 
ledge and conſent of the Board; the following advertiſement was 
ordered to be made public, by affixing it up at the Sea- gate, and ſend- 
ing a copy round to the Company's ſervants, and inhabitants, and by 
giving it out in General Orders; it was alſo ordered to be ſent to the 


different Subordinates, and the ſeveral Out-garriſons. 
And your Committee find, That, on the 6th day of November, 1769, 


ſuch advertiſement was accordingly publiſhed by the Governor and 
Council of Fort St. George. 


« Whereas the Honourable Court of Directors of the Eaſt India 
© Company did, in the year 1714, eſtabliſh, as a fanding irrever/ible 
I « Order, 
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6 er the time being: 


( 
Order, never to be braten on any occaſion, that none of their people 
ſhall have any dealings with the Country Governments, in money, 


is 


matters : 1 
“ And whereas, notwithſtanding the ſaid Order, many. tranſaQtions 
of that kind have, of late years, been ſuffered to paſs unreproved : 
And whereas the Honourable Court of Directors, in their Orders 
to their Preſident and Council on this coaſt, dated the 17th of May, 
1766, ſpeaking of the great ſums of money which they underſtood 
to have been lent by their Servants, and others reſiding under their 
juriſdiction, to the Nabob of the Carnatic, at a very high intereſt ; 
did order and direct, chat, from the receipt of the ſaid Orders, the 
rate of intereſt to be taken and received for loans of money ſhould 


£1315 In 


Fi 
not exceed 10 Per Cent. per annum; but did not therein expreſsly 


repeat their prohibition, of making loans to, or having money tranſ- 
actions with, the Country Governments ; whence ſome doubts have 
ariſen, whether revocation of the above-recited Order of the year 


1714 be not implied, and a permiſſion tacitly given to make leans, 
and have other money tranſaQtions with the Country Govern- 


ments; that all doubts on "this fubject may be effectually removed, 


the Preſident and Council do hereby declare, that they do conſider the 


bold landing Order of the year 1714, 38/varevoked, and being in 


full force and vigour ; and, in conſequence. thereof, they do hereby 
expteſsly forbid all Servants of the Company, civil and military, and 
all other Europeans reſiding under their juriſdiction, 20 bold any man- 
ner of correſpondence, to make leans, or to have any money tranſactions, 
of what kind ſoever the fame may be, directly gr andirely, with 


*. any of the Princes, Rulers, or Governors, of any of the Provinces 


or States in the Eaſt Indies, or with any of their Miniſters or Agents, 
without the eſpecial licence and permiſs on. of the Pref dens 0 and Coungil 


In 


; makes c 2 Exeept 


612) 


„Except only in ſuch caſes as are explained in the Reſolution of the 
% Preſident and Council, in Conſultation, of the 27th of March, 1769; 23 
„ which Reſolution is in the following words: 1 


« Tt is ordered, That all correſpondence and tranſations with the 
% Country Powers, their Miniſters, or others intruſted with any de- 
e partment of Government or Revenue, be reſerved, as formerly, to 


« the Preſident only at the Preſidency, and to the Chiefs of Subordi- 1 
FI * nates, touching the affairs of their reſpective Chiefſhips; who are 4 
5 * to tranſmit copies of ſuch correſpondence to the Preſident ; except- 4 
ing out of this general prohibition, ſuch caſes wherein any of the 1 
„Company's Servants may be charged with any public affairs, requir- 
* ing ſuch correſpondence; and excepting alſo all military officers on 1 
| „ command, who are permitted to correſpond touching the neceſſary | | 
| « affairs of ſuch command only; provided that in both caſes copies of = 
| 0 * ſuch correſpondence be tranſmitted, by the firſt convenient opportu- 1 
Li, % nity, to the Preſident and Council, or to the Chief and Council, 3 


WM 
W & under whom ſuch Servant, civil or military, ſhall a& at the time. 


«* Re/olved, That any wilful deviation herefrom be deemed and con- 
« ſtrued a breach of Orders, and treated as ſuch.” REPO, 


* 
* 5 1 


| And your Committee find, That, on the 31ſt of January, 1770, the 
J 
| Sele& Committee of Fort St. Mong wrote to tho Court of Directors 
| as follows : 13 


Appendix, % Finding the intercourſe between the Nabob and his Matte pro- 


a <1 e ꝗductive of theſe evil conſequences, we were induced to republiſh a 
* page 402. «© ſtanding Order of the year 1714, prohibiting all your Servants from 
| « having any money tranſactions with the Country Government; which 
1 | « has given occaſion to the creditors to tax us with reviving. obſolete 
| | « Orders to ſerve a preſent purpoſe, which that Order could not have 
= | in view at the time it was made. We are of opinion, that, whether 


| „ ſuch 
- | 4 
oy 


= 
= 
2 
1 
4 
az 
=. 


('$ 1 
«ſuch an Order exiſted or not, as your Repreſentatives we. had a right 
eto publiſh ſuch a prohibition, if we found it neceſſary for the ſafety 
of the Company's affairs. But it is not a fact, that the Order was 
« obſolete: the preciſe date and words of it might be unknown in the 


„ Settlement; but it has ever been underſtood by all reſiding, under ; 


* your protection, as a rule of your Service, that all tranſactions with 
the Country Government were to paſs through your Preſident, and 
him only. It is true, that of late years, the non-obſervance of this 
«© Order has been connived at; as it is evident by the loans of money 
« that have been made to him by individuals; but we ſee not, why that 
„ ſhould preclude you, or us as your Repreſentatives, from enforcing 
that Order, or making a new one, if the caſe required it.” 


And on che zoth day of November, 1770, the Court of Directors 
wrote as follows to the Select Committee of Fort St. George: 


% Ag we have expreſſed our approbation of our Seleck Committee, Appendix, 


No. 
« in their late tranſaQtions with the Nabob and his private creditors, Vol. . 4 


O. 


« reſpecting his debts to them and the Company; it is unneceſſary for ese 35. 


« us to aſſure our Servants of our protection in all points wherein they 
&© ſhall have acted for the intereſt, and in conformity to the Orders, 


« of the Company.” 


And your Committee find, That Mr. Benfield's loan to the Nabob, 
in order to enable his Highneſs to ſatisfy the Dutch, was ſubſequent to 
the republication of the ſtanding Order of 1714. 


And your Committee find, That the Minute of the Governor of 
Fort St. George, whereby it appears that Mr. Benfield's aſſiſtance was 
requeſted in raiſing money to comply with the demands of the Dutch, 


is recorded on Conſultation, the 3d' of December, 1773. 


And your Committee find, That the ſtate 6f affairs with the Dutch 


at that period was extremely critical; and they will ſtate ſuch cir- 


2 


cumſtances 
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cumſtances as appear neceſſary for the Court's information on that 
ſubject. 


Your Committee find, on the proceedings of the Governor and 
Council of Fort St. George, of the 22d of September, 1773, That his 
Highneſs the Nabob repreſents the Dutch, as having taken poſſeſſion 
of certain diſtricts in the Tanjore country; that they then occupied 
thoſe diſtricts with their troops, under the pretence of having pur- 
chaſed them from the Rajah ; in conſequence of which the Nabob re- 
queſts, that the army may be ordered to march towards the ſaid diſtricts, 


and to put him in poſſeſſion thereof if the Dutch refuſe to deliver them 


up in an amicable manner ;—urging alſo, that Sir Robert Harland, 


who was then at Fort St. George in quality of his Majeſty's Plenipo- 


tentiary, had approved the meaſure, and declared his readineſs to afford 
every aſſiſtance in his power. 


And your Committee ſind, That the Governor and Council of Fort 
St. George expreſs themſelves convinced of the propriety of the meaſure, 
conſidered ſolely in a political view; becauſe, if the Dutch were allowed 
to keep polleſſion of Nagore, and other diſtricts in the Tanjore coun- 
try, their power and influence would be ſo much increaſed as might 


render them troubleſome neighbours, and formidable rivals to the Eng- 


liſh on the coaſt of Coromandel. But as acting againſt the Dutch even 
as auxiliaries, and diſpoſſeſſing them of lands faid to have been pur— 
chaſed of the Rajah of Tanjore, might be conſtrued a breach of treaties 
ſubſiſting between Great Britain and the States of Holland, it was re- 
ſolved to conſult his Majeſty's Plenipotentiary in perſon on the point 
who repeatedly declared, © That he by no means conſidered it in that 
light; that the meaſure could be juſtified on very good grounds; that 
« he was willing to co-operate and aſſiſt with the force under his com- 
« mand, ſhould ſuch aſſiſtance be required; but, in his opinion, it was 
c petter not to call in the aid of the Crown, let what was then only 

a diſpute 
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05 
* 4 diſpute between the Nabob and the Dutch, ſhould be corfidered 
'& 28 a national concern. Nevertheleſs, ' he had no objection againſt 
% countenancing the operations of the troops on ſhore, by ordering 
„ the ſhips to lay oppoſite Negapatnam or Nagore; but that he 
thought he could be of more ſervice to us, by his repreſentations of 
e the propriety of the meaſure to Adminiſtration, as a mere ſpectator, 
| £ « than by 1nterfering therein with the force under his command.”, Sir 
f Robert Harland adds, That, in his opinion, the Select Committee 
*© might be ſubject to cenſure, if they ſuffered, the Dutch to, keep poſ- 


8 e * - 


3 « ſefſion, of thoſe diſtricts in the Tanjore country, from the conſequence 

3 « which might naturally be expected from ſuch an increaſe. of their 

A revenues, which would enable them to augment their forces i in ſuch 1 

q ; a manner as to become dangerous rivals in that part of India.” ""” 

# Whereupon the Governor and Council determined, “ to ſapport the 1226. ? 
1 Nabob in aſſerting his claim to the lands, which the Dutch, under Y 


« pretence of purchaſe, had lately poſſeſſed themſelves of, in the Tan- 

Hg « jore country; and even to act offenſively againſt them, ſo far as to 

1 | the recovery of thoſe lands, if the Dutch refuſed to relinquiſh them 

| « amicably, on the requiſition of the Nabob.” And General Smith 1228. 
was thereupon ordered to loſe no time in procuring certain intelligence 

of the force which the Dutch had at Negapatnam, Nagore, and other 

parts of the Tanjore country. He was * alſo to tranſmit his opinion. | q 
« what force would be requiſite to act againſt the Dutch, ſhould they, | 4 
on the Nabob's requiſition, refuſe to evacuate. the diſtricts amicably ; 'Y | 
« and likewiſe to obtain the moſt circumſtantial information teſpecting 

the claims by which the Dutch had taken and kept poſſeſſion; and 

© whether any, and what ſums, had been paid on that account; and 

alſo at what time the grants, if any, were made. 


8 


* And, after allotting ſuch force as might ſeem neceſſary for the de- 
« fence of Tanjore, the General was to hold the reſt of the forces in 
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1 
ce readineſs to take the field on the ſhorteſt notice,” And on the 25th 


of November, 1773, the following Letter was wrote to the Nabob on 
that ſubject: 


From Governor Wynch to the Nabob. 


ANN DRA GT. 
« AGREEABLE to your Highneſs's deſire, General Smith ſhall 


« be ordered to proceed immediately, with the troops under his com- 
© mand, towards the lands belonging to the country of Tanjore, 
& which the Dutch have of late poſſeſſed themſelves of; and, on the 
“ requiſition of your Highneſs's ſecond ſon, - Mader ul Mulk Be- 
© hauder, to aſſiſt in the recovery of them. I cannot, however, at 
« the ſame time, too ſtrongly recommend to your Highneſs, that 
« before force be uſed, every conſiſtent endeavour for obtaining theſe 
“ lands amicably ſhould firſt be exerted; and that, for this purpole 
&« (agreeable. to what your Highnels has repeatedly mentioned to me), 
« the Dutch ſhould be aſſured, on their peaceably and quietly giving 
« up the lands to your Highnels, the money they may have lent. on 
« or paid for them, ſhall be juſily repaid, and their ancient privileges 
* confirmed to them.” 


And your Committee find, by a Letter from General Smith to the 
Governor and Council of Fort St. George, dated the 27th, of Septem- 
ber, 1773, That theceremony of hoiſting the Dutch colours at Nagore 
was performed with great ſolemnity, by the Governor and Council of 


Negapatnam, on or about the iſt day of July, 1773; notwithſtanding, 


it was well known at the time, that the Board of Madras had deter- 
mined on the expedition againſt Tanjore ; and that the Dutch expected 
a reinforcement ot. troops from Batavia, and were then fortifying Na- 
gore, of which they had ſorecently taken paſſeſſion. 


And 
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And your Committee find, by a Letter from the Nabob of Arcot, 
dated the 25th of September, 1773, That his Highneſs conſented to 
repay the money lent to the Rajah of Tanjore by the Dutch, provided 
they would evacuate the lands of which they had poſſeſſed themſelves. 


The Nabob alſo ſubmitted to the conſideration of the Governor and 
Council of Fort St. George, a Draught of a Letter propoſed to be wrote 
by him to the Dutch, of which the following is an Extract: 


« I NOW requeſt of you to deliver up Nagore, and all other 
« diſtricts of the Tanjore country, which have fallen into your hands 


« ſome time ſince, by means of any Saned of the late Rajab, withcut 
« my. conſent; and, in the fame manner, you will deliver up the 
% Saned under the Rajah's ſeal, and the jewels that, had been pawned. 
« I ſhall agree to pay off the whole of your juſt debts that had been 
* contraQted by the Rajah, If you act fairly and friendly with me, 
you ſhall have my aid in your trade, and likewiſe my aſſiſtance re- 

« garding the ancient poſſeſſion of your diſtricts, according to old 
« cuſtom, on condition of your paying the uſual Peſheuſh to the Cir- 
car. This will be a means to cement our friendſhip greatly. 


« If you don't chuſe to comply with my requeſt. (which God for- 
&« bid 1), I ſhall, by the bleſſing of God, uſe my power, which he hath 
granted me, to recover my juſt rights ; ſo that my army will march 


' © to. take poſſeſſion of the whole of the ſaid country. Whoſoever 


« ſhall attempt to reſiſt my arms, he ſhall meet with ruin, If your 
« nation chuſe to make a war with me (#hich God forbid !), 'T ſhall 
not look upon you as my friends in future. If you reſolve upon 
« hoſtilities of war againſt my government and peace « of my COUNTY, 
1 ſhall be under a neceſſity of elteeming you as authors of animo- 


1233. 


« ſity; in which caſe T ſhall never fuffet füch people to carry on trade | 


« in my country.“ : 
D And 


10 


And your Committee ſind, That the Government of Fort St. George 
ſaw no impropriety in the ſaid Letter; of which the Nabob was in- 
formed; and the following Inſtruction was wrote to General Smith 
on the occaſion: 


E. X * R A. e 7, 

81 R, "4 Ws | 

1238, * IN our Letter of the, bo 1 we bine you of the Nabob 8 
| application for the aſſiſtance of the Company's s troops under your 
„command, to put him in poſſeſſion of certain villages and lands 
« which the Dutch have lately poſſeſſed themſelves of in the Tanjore 
= country, and that we had the ſame u under our conſideration. We 
« are now to inform you, that we have "come to the reſolution of 
* aſſiſting the Nabob i in the recovery of the country from the Dutch. 
« You will therefore march with ſuch a force as you ſhall deem neceſ- 
| « fary for the purpoſe, and proceed towards. thoſe diſtricts by ſlow 
1 % marches ; ; and if the Dutch reject every amicable propoſal which 
| ” may be made them by Mader ul Mulk Behauder, and abſolutely 
* refuſe to deliver up the ſaid lands to the Circar, 7 will then, upon 
« his requiſition, give every aſſiſtance in your power, even to the 
making uſe of the force under your m to put the Nabob in 


0 poſſeſſion of them. 


» a . r 1 
LY 
* 


« We have in the ſtrongeſt manner recommended to the Nabob to 
avoid hoſtilities, as long as there is a Probability of being! able to 
e come to an amicable accommodation with the Dutch; and for your 
i « ;jnformation, we now tranſmit you a copy of o our Letter to the N abob- 
F « on the ſubject. | 


And your < Committee find, That, on the 28th of September, .— 
Smith wrote to the Governar and Council as follows: 
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The Dutch have received a late reinforcement, w which wy intel- 1242. 


T igence this night confirms; and they have at Nez apatnain from. - 50 
* to 800 Europeans, 450 Malays, and upwards or 1000 Sth poys. Vene 


® latter they are recruiting with alt expedition ; and they "to! that 
more Europeans are expected from Ceylon, Ke. Wich this force it 


more 
« can never be imagined they'll tuft themſefves without"ths walls of 
4 Negapatnam, unlels R is at Nagle, „Which, "it is faid, they art 'for- 
a tifying with batteries and older Werke, und Where they hat at 


& preſent ſlationed [ore Europtans and Sepp Dot f the Na- 
te bob's troops alone they might think Themſelves capable to act other- 
« wiſe. H you ſhould determine to put the Nabob in poſſeſſion of the 
« Tavjore diftrifts, claimed by the Dutch as ceded- to ihem, I think a 
e battalion of Europeans, four battalions /,of 1; Sepoys,., with: field- 
ce artillery, and his Highneſs's two regiments of cavalry, will be ſuf 
« ficient for that purpoſe ; but if matters are not accommodated, Na- 


« yore, from its vicinity to Negapatnam; and its being an open place, 
« will require a conſiderable force to MOR} it, +. It is Fee leaſt 


ne 


« with temporary works.” 6 f 
And your Committee find, That General Seitn was ** to wo 
main with. the army until matters ſhould he {ertled with the Dutch. 


And your Committee find, The Nabob and his Son repreſented, that 


the Dutch were endeavouring to gain time, until the rains ſhould come, 
or foreign diſturbances ariſe; that they were not ſincere in their in- 
tention of accommodation; and therefore it w deſired: thas' orders 


 _— be ſent to General Smith to march without delay. In „bs 


The 2 ift of Otober, | 1773, the Governor of en addrefſed 


the Nabob at large, on n the ſubject of their conduQ towards the Rajah 
ö of 


1256 · = | 


I261, 
to 
1263. 


1269. 


( 20 ) 


of Tanjore, and of their claims on that account, And of the faid 
Addreſs the following is an Extract: 


1276, « I HAVE only now to repreſent to your Highneſs, with the ut- 


<* moſt reſpe& and ſubmiſſion, that, in caſe any unjuſtifiable or arbi- 
« trary meaſures ſhould be purſued in regard to the diſtricts of the 
© Company, ſeeing that no ſuch proceedings have taken place on our 
| parts, your Highneſs alone muſt anſwer for the conſequences, whe- 
\ ther good or bad; we can bear no ſhare of the blame, for no fault 
0 | can be proved upon us; but the Dutch nation, whatever conduct 
| « your Highneſs chooſes to purſue, wall, undoubtedly, act agreeable 
to the rules of equity and juſtice.” 


Whereupon the following Minute was entered by the Board, and 
1278. orders were ſent to General Smith, directing him, in caſe the Dutch 


ſhould not evacuate the diſtricts in queſtion, to aſſiſt the Nabob's Son in 
taking poſſeſſion thereof by force. 


Minute of the Board, 


« FROM the evaſive and ambiguous manner in which the Letter 

« from the Governor of Negapatnam is wrote, as well as from Gene- 

1278; ral Smith's Letter of the 17th, it ſhould ſeem the Dutch have at 
1286, « preſent no other object in view than to procraſtinate and amuſe the 
« Nabob with negociations, until they can receive directions from 

their Superiors at Batavia, or their Employers at home; and in the 

1 e mean time, it is certain they are in hourly expectation of receiving 
| | « further reinforcements of troops from their other Settlements. The 
Board, taking all theſe circumſtances into conſideration, unanimouſly 
determine, That General Smith be directed to march immediately, 
« with the troops under his command, on the requiſition of the Na- 
« bob's Son; and to put him in poſſeſſion of the diſtricts poſſeſſed by the 


Dutch, 
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4 Dutch, if they ſhould refuſe to evacuate them, in an amicable maonet, 


&« on the approach of the army.” 
And your Committee find, That, before the Order fot marching 


reached General n he had wrote as follows to the In and 


Council : 


EXTRACT. 


& [ HAVE the honour to acquaint you, chat Golam Ally Khan, 
e and Sydee Khan, two Vackeels, who had been ſent from hence to 
* treat with the Dutch at Negapatnam, are returned; and chat this 
© morning, in order to know what paſſed, I had a meeting with Um- 
&« meer-ul-Omrah Behauder, and Eagee Huſſein Khan, the Nabob's 
« Dewan. | 

« The Vackeels ſaid, they had laid the powers granted to Ummeer- 
« ul-Omrah before the Governor Van Vleſſingen, required his deli- 
« vering up to the Nabob the diſtricts which the Dutch had lately 
*« taken poſſeſſion of belonging to the Tanjore country, and propoſed 
© to ſettle the mode of reimburſing him the money advanced to the 
“ Rajah. That, in reply, the Governor ſaid, he would conſult his 
Council; and after they had met, he not only refuſed | to give up 
ic the diſtricts, on payment of the money, but alſo to treat with Om- 
t meer-ul-Omrah ; alleging, that he intended to ſend two of his 
« Council to the Nabob, at Fort St. George, to treat with him. "That 


* the Vackeels urged there was no occaſion; as'his Son and Repreſent- 


« ative had full power to negociate the buſineſs; but the Governor's 
e anſwer was, That he had acquainted the Nabob of his intentions to 


« ſend Ambaſſadors to Madras, and could not depart” from 7 1 


1 poſe.” 
That © the Vackeels complained of having been treated with great 
« Jiſreſpe&t by the Dutch, and are of opinion, they do not mean'to 
I give 


1 279. 


( 22 ) 


| | = „give up the lands claimed by the Nabob, on any terms, but that their 
N : « ſending Ambaſſadors to Madras is intended to gain time.” 3 


The General adds, That he could have no doubt of their having re- 
Fuſed to treat with Ummeer-ul-Omrah, becauſe the Governor had 
wrote him a Letter of apology, telling him, Ambaſſadors were gone to 
his father, and therefore he could not enter into any negociations here. 
That as Governor Van Vleſſingen had rejected every propoſal made to 
1 him by Ummeer-ul-Omrah, and even to treat with him, and referred 
the buſineſs to Madras, he might next refer it to Batavia, and from 
thence to Europe; ; therefore the General declares, that if Ummeer-ul- 
Omrah makes requiſition for the Company's troops, and for aſſiſtance 
to be put in poſſeſſion of the lands in queſtion, he (ball, agreeable to 
| the Board's inſtructions of the zagth of September, ghee nary 77 Nance 

in his power for that purpoſe. 


ꝶ64ßu r 


| General Smith further repreſents, That the Dutch had mounted their 
* guns on the walls of Negapatnam, and on the Pettah; that upwards of 
| 2000 people were employed i in clearing the eſplanade, and repairing the 
| glacis; that they were, alſo taking every other meaſure for defence. 
| That as they expected a further reinforcement of Europeans from 'Co- 
| | lombo, . a conſtant look-out was kept at the 1 head; and chat 


ren 


' 


"Fj The. 8 of Oaaober, me Governor of 1 expreſſed, his 
| hope, that treaties between the Sovereigns of the Engliſh and the Dutch 
1 would be obſerved, and his concern that Brigadier-general Joſeph 


Smith, Commander of, the forces, was in the army of the Nabob; 
who, he ſays, threatens the Dutch with war. 


1281. Ang yqur Committee find, by a. Letter from General wich, dated 
the 136 Oober. Tbat, upon the approach of the young Nabob and his 
37 3 troops, 


1 


b 

: 

4 
E. 

E: | 
by, * 
ix 
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troops, the Dutch Commandant, after making ſome ſhew of reſiſtance, 

delivered a proteſt, in the name of the Dutch Government, agaitiſt the 1293-4» 
ſaid Nabob, and alſo againſt General Smith, as leader of the Company's | 
troops, and then told them, his orders were to. retire; But at the See alſo 
ſame time the General informs the Board, that the Dutch were Sather“ TAPS 
ing troops together from all quarters. 


Cy 


And your Committee find, That, after the army had taken poſſeſſion on 


of the diſtricts lately occupied by the Dutch, they w were e ordered to con- 
tinue there until affairs could be finally adjuſted. Fe b 


And your Committee find, That, on the zoth ay of Odtober, 1 773. 
the Governor and Council of Negapatnam proteſted i in form, and i in 
the name of the States General, againſt the Preſident and Counci of 
Fort St. George, for breach of the treaty of RE and for all 1305. 
loſſes, prejudices, and damages occaſioned by me a aboye Proceedings, | 


And as the army continued at field expences, and the repeated ar- 1.307. 
rival of reinforcements to the Dutch gave reaſon to fear that they might 1309. 
attempt to form connections with the Marattas, or Hyder Ally, to the 
prejudice of the Nabob and the Company, the Governor of Fort St. 


George became very ſolicitous to know in what train the Negociation 
was between his Highneſs and the Dutch, g N. 


And your Committee find, by a Letter from the Nabob to the Go- 
vernor of Fort St. George, dated ad of November, That his Highneſs 
repreſents the Dutch as wanting an additional ſum of two lacks of pa- 
godas ; that other demands, and failure of crops; rendered it entirely 


out of his power to ſupport, in future, the extraordinary charges. 


And that, if the Dutch continued ſtarting freſh difficulties, the whole 1311. 


of their Settlements upon. the coaſt might be taken with the greateſt 
caſe, And in a Letter, dated the 6th of November, the Nabob ſays, If 1317. 


2 they 


5. they delay matters, they muſt be given to underſtand that he will de- 
| ſtroy Sadras, and their other ſea-ports in that country. But your 
Committee find, That the Governor of Fort St. George, in anſwer to 


1320, theſe repreſentations, gave it to the Nabob as his opinion, that matters 
ſhould be accommodated with the Dutch. 


And it appears to your Committee, by Letters from Lieutenant-co - 
1320, lonel Bellingham, Commandant at Nagore, dated the 4th, 6th, 12th, 
1321. 15th, 16th, 17th, 18th, and 20th of November, 1773, that the moſt 


vl - = warlike preparations were ſtill continued by the Dutch. 


. And your Committee think it proper to inſert ſeveral Extracts of 

1334, thoſeLetters at large; becauſe, in the opinion of your Committee, they 

1335. evince the propriety of your Governor's conduct, in uſing every effort 
to raiſe money for the purpoſe of promoting an accommodation with 
the Dutch ; and amount to a proof, that an open rupture between the 
two nations muſt have happened, if proper pecuniary alliſtance had 
not been obtained for that purpoſe. 


Extrafts of Letters from Lieutenant-colonel Bellingham, dated 12th 
| November, 1773. 


1323. « THE Dutch have certain accounts of a large ſhip being arrived 

| « at Jafnypatnam, from Batavia, having on board five hundred Eu- 

« ropean ſoldiers ; for the reception of whom, the Governor of Nega- 

« patnam has ordered a very large ſhed to be erected, to ſerve by way 

: © of barracks; and yeſterday he diſpatched two large ſloops and one 
+ chelinga, it is ſaid, to bring thoſe from Jafnypatnam.” 
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From Lieutenant-colonel Bellingham, dated 17th November, 1 29% 


1325. «FROM the intelligence which I hourly receive, and my perſonal ; 
* obſervations, 1 have the ſtrongeſt reaſon to RIS that our late ope- 9 


* rations 
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= rattbns, in behalf of the Nabob, will be attended with ſomewhat 


ce ſerious. 


«© The Dutch have at preſent, near their advanced poſt, four hun- 
“ dred Europeans, and eight guns; they have in all, excluſive of 
« Black troops, about one thouſand well appointed men, who have 
* been proved in Germany, and elſewhere ; and amongſt their Officers 


« are four who have particularly diſtinguiſhed themſelves on many 
* occaſions. 


«© Theſe circumſtances, joined to their ſtill trifling with the Nabob, 
« under the pretence of negociation, combine to make me ſuſpect they 
„have in agitation ſomething more than ſimple defence. 


© To this I may add, the encampment of the French at Pondi- 
« cherry; who, if they be ſo diſpoſed, may, with the preſent wind 
* and weather, join our neighbours in a very few hours, 


« His Excellency begins to agree with me, that the Dutch have been 132g. 
© hitherto only gaining time; and now ſuſpects them fo far, that I 
believe he means to quit his houſe at nights, in future, and ſleep i in 
the Moſque. 


% have doubled my poſts and centries, and taken ſuch ſteps as 
will effectually prevent a ſurpriſe ; and I have a perfect reliance on 
the bravery and conduct of the troops.“ 


From Lieutenant - Colonel Bellingham, dated 17th of November, 1 773. 


„This day the Council met. The Letter from Batavia poſitively 1426. 
« forbids the giving up of Nagore, which they allege was a fair and (of Nega- 
« regular purchaſe from the Rajah, and therefore their indiſputable 


« right; thereſt of the Tanjore territories they are deſired to give up, 
« on receiving the ſtipulated ſum. g 


E. & In 


patnam) 16, 


7 


626 


' & In ten days they expect more troops, and in that time they 
i | & expect a final anſwer from Madras. 


* The Governor has moved in Council, That as the Engliſh troops 
in Nagore are but few, the place ſhould be attacked, and retaken 
without loſs of time. The Second in Council and the Paymaſter 
General oppoſed this motion; urging, that in ten days they could 


have their anſwer from Madras, and in the mean time they may 
iy | 1326. *© amuſe the Nabob with the appearance of a negociation. 


* 
E 
* 


f 17. * At eight this morning, a letter was diſpatched to Jafnypatnam; 
| % afterwards ſix field-pieces were carried to the Garden-houle, where, 
it is ſaid, a battery is to be erected.“ 


| From Lieutenant-Colonel Bellingham, dated 18th of November, 1773. 


1334. « am ſorry to trouble you thus often, but abſolute neceſſity 
* compels me; and I ſhould think myſelf remiſs in my duty, did I not 
© communicate to you the ſeveral informations I receive, and alſo 
my ſentiments thereupon, 


U undertake, therefore, to repeat, that the Dutch have in agita- 
tion ſomething more than defenſive. Four ſhips are arrived at 
Colombo, with men, ammunition, and ſtores; I need not ſay how 
ſoon they may reach Negapatnam from thence. Great preparations 
are making both within and without the fort; and every thing on 
their part has the appearance of an approaching war. 


* 


| . 
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« As to their treating with the Nabob, I ever thought, and now 
« am nearly convinced, that it was all fineſſe; his-Excellency, I dare 
4 ſay, now thinks ſo too; but probably he may not, in his Letters, 
« chuſe to declare it; for this reaſon I am the more ſolicitous to make 
« my ſentiments known, If the Dutch conſider themſelves (as too 


probably 


( 27 ) 
te probably they do) driven by force of arms from their lawful right, 


« there is but little room to doubt that by force of arms they mean to 
“recover it.“ 


And your Committee find, by a Letter from the Nabob, dated the 
21ſt of November, 1773, That, after repreſenting the perverſeneſs and 
bad intentions of the Dutch, his Highneſs ſays, It is certain that, 
by the paſſiveneſs of his friends in this buſineſs, the Dutch have ac- 
quired great arrogance. That the king of England being his ſup- 
porter, and the protector of his country, and the Company bound 
thereto in the ſtrongeſt manner; and as ten battalions are paid. by him, 
for the purpoſe of puniſhing and expelling every diſturber of the Car- 
natic; and ſeeing the bad proceedings of the Datch, and their views to 
acquiſition in the country, in the higheſt degree prejudicial to himſelf 
and the Company; he deſires a plain anſwer, whether the Governor 
and Council can avowedly chaſtiſe the Dutch, and keep them to their 
ancient limits; or whether, not appearing as principals, they will afliſt 
him with the Company's Soldiers and Sepoys which belong to him ? 


In anſwer to the above Letter, after acquitting themſelves of impro- 
per paſſiveneſs, the Board reply, That there is a treaty of peace and 
friendſhip betwen the Crown of Great Britain and the States. of Hol- 
land, which the ſubjects of both nations are bound to obſerve; there- 


fore they connot act as principals, urleſs from motives of ſelf-defence 3 


nor as auxiliaries, to act offenſively againſt the Dutch in their ancient 
poſſeſſions, until open hoſtilities, on their part, or hoſtile i intentions 
fully proved, ſhall juſtify the meaſure. 
And your Committee find, That, on the 23d of November 177 3. 
a treaty was concluded between the Nabob of the Carnatic, and the 
Dutch Government at Negapatnam; in which Mr. Benfield's aſſiſtance, 
relative to money, is publicly avowed. And the Preſident declares, 
E 2 he 


1327; 


1337. 


1341. 
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( 28 ) 


he had reaſon to believe, if Mr. Benfield had not exerted himſelf, it 
would not have been in the Nabob's power to have accommodated 
matters ſo ſoon with the Dutch. And your Committee find no diſap— 
probation whatever expreſſed by the Board, on receiving the above in- 
formation from the Preſident, concerning aſſiſtance thus opportunely 
afforded by Mr. Benfield, nor by the Court of Directors, when the 
Treaty, accompanied by ſuch information, was received in England. 


And your Committee think it not altogether foreign to the ſubject, 
to ſtate to the Court, That, notwithſtanding an accommodation was 
effected with the Dutch on the conditions ſpecified in the treaty, the 
Governor-General and Council of that Republic in the Eaſt Indies, 
repreſented from their Agents at Ceylon, that the Subah of the Car- 
natic, Mahomed Aly Khan, and his allies, carried their views to the 
poſſeſſions of the Dutch Company there; which repreſentation was 
communicated to the Chairman and Deputy Chairman, by his Majeſty's 
Secretary of State, the 7th day of Auguſt, 1775; and your Committee 
obſerve, That the charge was on good grounds denied, ſo far as it 
reſpected the Company; but they think it probable, that open hoſtili- 
ties with the Dutch would have happened, had they not been prevented 
by the accommodation above mentioned. 


Your Committee obſerve, That Mr. Benfield, in his Letter to the 
Court, dated the 15th of December, 1779, reſts his juſtification, con- 
cerning money tranſactions with the Nabob, chiefly on the neceſſity 
of the caſe, and the communication thereof to the Preſident; and 
under theſe circumſtances, inſtead of the aſſiſtance afforded in the 
Dutch buſineſs being reprehenſible, he deems it in a high degree 
meritorious : He alſo conſiders the Minute of the Board, when the 
Treaty was firſt recorded, as a moſt unequivocal and honourable mark of 
their approbation; and the ſilence of the Court of Directors, on a ſubject 
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fully before them, as an implied acquieſcence in the propriety of the 


meaſure, 


Your Committee remark, That, on a ſimilar occaſion, the Nabob has 
ſeverely remarked on a loan, faid to have been made by individuals, 
to enable him to diſcharge his troops, as not having received the whole 


amount ſtipulated ; but your Committee find, That his Highneſs has | 


acknowledged the receipt of all the money charged to his account by 
Mr. Benfield. 


« And your Committee, in juſtice to Mr. Benfield, think it right to 
* mmform the Ceurt, that they find nothing on the Company's Records 
« that warrants a concluſion of His having afted corruptly on that oc- 
% caſiim; on the contrary, the Committee think his conduct, fo far 
« as it reſpects the loan of money to ſatisfy the claims of the Dutch, 
* 2rodudtive of public benefit, and deſerving of commendation. And 
« they ſubmit to the Court to determine, how far the concurrence of the 
« Board in Mr. Benfield's loans to the Nabob, to ſatisfy the Dutch in 
« 1773, might warrant a continuation of loans of money to his Highneſs 
&© on other accounts; and whether, in conſequence of the firſt loan being 
« deemed uſeful, Mr. Benfield was at liberty to continue the practice: ? 
e and alſo whether he might not find himſelf ſo involved with the Nabob, 
«* on account of his firſt loan, as to render it abſolutely neceſſary to prolong 
can intercourſe of that nature, beyond the firſt tranſaction, in order to 
&* ſecure and recover the property advanced to the Nabob, with the ſanc- 
ion of the Preſident, as ſpecified in the Treaty of 1773. 


Having ſtated the above particulars, your Committee proceed to 


Rate the ſeveral balances of Mr. Benfield's Claims, as they ſtood when 
Lord Pigot proceeded to Tanjore. 


Report of 
the Com- 
mittee, 


And 


. 7 


þ 

| (80 2 

'q Vol. V. And your Committee find a Letter from Mr. Benfield to the Governor 

| = fol. 166. and Council of Fort St. George, dated the 28th of May 1776, con- 

taining the following ſtatement of his claims at that period : 
EATRACT. 

5 Vol. V. * MY claims on the Subah of Manargoody are in the following 

; | fol, 166, £c manner: 

' 1775. | Pagodas. 

0 f Feb. 7th. By the Nabob's Perwannah, on account 


be of bond debt for advances made by me, 
gth. © By the Nabob's Perwannah, on account 
* of bond debt for advances made by me, 
May 3iſt. By the Nabob's Perwannah, on account 


of bond debt for advances made by me, 63, 68 1, 23, 5 


11,00, o 


27,0, o 


3iſt. Ditto —— Dito — 10,994, 1,62 
31ſt. Ditto — Ditto — 8,787, 23, 50 
July 16th. Ditto — Ditto — 13.421, 5, 20 
16th. Ditto — Ditto — 1,276, 40— 
Aug. 23d. Ditto — Ditto — 80.000 — — 
Oct. 31ſt. Ditto — Ditto —— 2,500 — — 
Nov. 8th. Ditto. —— Ditto —— 88,949, 26, 20 
17th. Ditto — Ditto — 61,480 — — 


— — —-—— 


309,090, 36, 42 


or - 
_—— 


_— ——— — — — 3 — CS 


.  — — 


& "Thoſe Perwannahs have been duly regiſtered in the Cutcherry at 
* Combagonum by the Dobbeer; and for the diſcharge of them the 
ce aſſignment and mortgage of Manargoody Subah was made over to 


me, according to the cuſtom of the country, and duly regiſtered in 


{© the Cutcherry by the Dobbeer. 


U 


c The 


«as 2 * 
8 ut 2 
1 


1 
„% The Order I was furniſhed with from the Nabob, for twenty 
thouſand Pagodas (20,000 Pagodas) on Papanaſhem, was for the like 
ſum paid by me to Nazib Khan at Tanjore, for his troops, in 
January 1775 and the Order on Puttcotah for fifteen thouſand 
Pagodas (15,000 Pagodas) was for the like ſum paid to the Nabob's 
people at Tanjore, for the ſervice of the Fort, in November 1774. 


' Thoſe Orders have been duly regiſtered in the Cutcherry by the 


Dobbeer. 


„ The advances made to the inhabitants through the Cirear, 
amounting to one hundred and twenty thouſand fix hundred and 
twenty-nine Pagodas (120,629 Pagodas), to enable them to carry on 
the cultivation, were to have been diſcharged from the inhabitants 
ſhares of the preſent crop, according to the cuſtom of the country. 
It had been agreed, that the inhabitants bonds to the Circar ſhould 
be a ſecurity to me, for receiving the ſum I advanced; and the 
Dobbeer had accordingly furniſhed my people with authority from 
the Cutcherry, to collect the amount of thoſe debts. 


© The Nabob hath furniſhed me with a Certificate of ſeveral 
outſtanding concerns I had with him in the Tanjore country, a 
tranſlate of which I have the honour to encloſe you ; the original 
is at hand, for the inſpection of your Lordſhip, &c. ſhould you think 
it neceſſary. 

« When the Company's Sepoys entered the Subah of Manargoody, 
it 1s well known I was in poſſeſſion of the revenues of that diſtri, 
At that time I had received grain in depoſit within the Subah, on 
account of the Circar debts, in quantity, on the neareſt eſtimate I can 
make, it not having been exactly aſcertained, above five lacks of 
cullums (5,00,000 cullums) ; alſo I had received in depoſite, out of 
the ſhares of the inhabitants in the ſeveral diſtricts, towards the 
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diſcharge of their debts, for advances, on the neareſt eſtimate I 


can make, the quantity not having been exactly aſcertained, about 
one hundred and ſixty thouſand cullums -(160,000 cullums). 
The revenues and grain have been ſeized by the Company's 
Sepoys and the people of the Rajah, and now my property is 
daily diſpoſing of. 

« Excluſive of my concerns with the Circar, I had remaining in 
ſeveral parts of the Tanjore country, grain, which I had purchaſed 
of the crop of the former year ; in quantity two lacks, twenty-four 
thouſand and forty-four cullums (2,24,044 cullums), which hath 
been ſeized. I have debts due to me from many of the inhabitants, 


amounting to about ſixty thouſand chuckrams (60,000 chuckrams) . 


and about eighty thouſand cullums of grain, on the neareſt eſtimate 
I can make, the quantity not having been exactly aſcertained, 
were mortgaged, and delivered to me on account of thoſe debts; 
but my people have been driven away from collecting thoſe debts, 
and the grain ſeized that had been mortgaged and depoſited on 
that account. 
« You muſt be ſenſible how prejudicial delay muſt be to me. I hope 
your Lordſhip, &c. will give me a Letter to the Rajah, that he may 
cauſe the grain, which was in poſſeſſion of my people, to be imme- 
diately reſtored, and the inhabitants to pay me ſuch debts as can 
be proved, according to the cuſtom of the country, to be due from 
them, | 
<« [ truſt theſe repreſentations, &c. are ſufficiently circumſtantial, 
and that your Lordſhip, &c. will ſee juſtice done to me. 
« I am, with reſpeQ, 
« My Lord, and Gentlemen, 
* Your very devoted and obedient Servant, 
% PAUL BENFIELD.,” 
Tranſlation 


Fort St. George, 
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Tranſlation of a Letter from his Highneſs the Nabob, to Mr. Paul 


Benfield, dated 26th May, 1776. 


« THE money, on account of ſeveral bonds which I owe to you, 
« and which was paid by you on my account, to the Company for 
« prize-money, for repairing the Fort of Tanjore, to my troops at 
40 Tanjore, and for ſundry other purpoſes, amounted in the whole 
te to 309,091 pagodas; for ſecuring the payment of which to you, 
« ] agreed, in laſt November, to mortgage to you the Revenues. of 
© Manargoody, in the Tanjore country, till your money ſhould be 
© paid off; and in conſequence, FT gave my Orders to the Dobbeer, 
„ho was there, manager of that country, to prepare and ſign the 
« deeds of mortgage, and to deliver them to your people; and alſo 
“ to put into their poſſeſſion the Revenues of Manargoody, according 
« to the cuſtom of the country; and the Dobbeer reported to me, in 
« his Letter of the 3oth of November laft, that he had executed my 
« Orders; beſides which, I gave you a Perwannah on the Papanaſly 
country for 20,000 pagodas, which you had advanced in the 
s month of January 1775, to Mahomed Nazib Cawn, for the uſe of 
my troops; I alſo gave a Perwannah of 15,000 pagodas, which you 


* had advanced for the uſe of the Fort, in the month of November 


1774. 

< It is cuſtomary in this country to make advances to the inha- 
e bitants, for the purpoſe of cultivating and planting the land; and in 
ti the months of Auguſt, September, and October laſt, when Ameer-ul- 
„ Omrah Behauder was in the management of the Tanjore country, 
© he made large advances to the inhabitants, for which he took their 


© bonds, payable out of their ſhares of the crops, according to the 
© cuſtom of the country; and to aſſiſt me in making theſe large ad- "Fa 


„ yances, he took up from you 120,659 pagodas, for which he gave 
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„ you his bonds; and to ſecure the payment thereof, it was agreed 
„with you, that the bonds of the inhabitants ſhould be held by you 
* as ſecurity, and that you ſhould receive the monies due by ſaid bonds 
© from the inhabitants, until you ſhould be cleared off. 

James WooLEy, Secretary to his Highneſs the Nabob.” 


And your Committee find, That on Mr. Benfield being called upon 
for an account of the particulars of ſums received from the Tanjore 
country, and for the bonds: from the inhabitants to the Circar for 
money advanced to carry on the cultivation, and for a particular ac- 
count of a debt of 60,000 chuckrams due from the inhabitants, he re- 
turned the following Anſwer, VIZ, 


„ My LoRD, and GENTLEMEN, 
%] have received your Secretary's letter of yeſterday. I have con- 
« ſtantly addreſſed your Lordſhip, &c. reſpecting my claims on the 
« Tanjore country, on the following heads: 


« Firſt—My claim, by virtue of mortgage and aſſignment, of the 
« revenues of the Subah of Manargoody, for the Nabob's debt to me 
« of three hundred and fixty-nine thouſand and ninety pagodas thirty- 
« fix fanams and forty-two caſh ( 369,090 36 42 C.). 


« Second—My claim, by virtue of the Nabob's orders, on the Subah 
« of Papanaſſem for twenty thouſand (20,000), and on the Subah of 


« Puttcotah for fifteen thouſand (1 5,000) pagodas. 


* 


« Third My claims on account of advances made to the inhabitants 
% through the Circar, to the amount of one hundred and twenty 
« thouſand fix hundred and fifty- nine (120,655) pagodas, for which I 
% have the bonds of Ameer-ul- Omrah Behauder, as Naib or Manager 
of the Tanjore country at that time, and the inhabitants e aſſigned 
„ me as collateral ſecurity. 


2 | « Fourth 
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c Fourth—My property and claims on many of the inhabitants ia 
the Tanjore country independent of my concerns with the Circar. 


« Of the firſt, I complain to you of the injuries I have ſuſtained 
from the meaſures and conduct of the Right Honourable Lord Pigot, 
while acting under your commiſſiou, in cauſing the grain that had 
been depoſited with me to be ſeized by the Company's Sepoys, and 
in depriving me of the means further to collect the revenues. 


« The Nabob hath avowed his having made to me the ſaid mort- 
gage and aſſigament; and the deeds have been regiſtered i in the 
Cutcherry by the public officers, according to the cuſtom of the coun- 
try. I was put in poſſeſſion in conſequence by the official authority 
of Dobbeer, who doubtleſs hath made the Right | Honourable Lord 
Pigot acquainted with thoſe circumſtances, ' 


* From this Subah my people have received a few thouſand chuck- 
rams. The exact ſum I cannot give you, but I believe amounting 
to about fourteen or fifteen thouſand pagodas; whatever it be the 
Dobbeer has taken, regular receipts for which will be duly credited. 


« The revenues ariſe chiefly from grain, ſome of which had been 


cut and delivered into my poſſeſſion ; what was ſtanding on the 


ground was ſurely equally my right; for it is well known; that grain 
ſtanding on the ground is paid and received as property enen 
the whole country. | 


„Under this head I aſk,” that you will cauſe my property to be re- 


ſtored, and juſtice to be done to me, in ſecuring for me what I am 
entitled to by virtue of the ſaid mortgage and alignment 


28 the ſecond—I hope you will cauſe the orders on ane 
and Putteotah to be diſcharged, as I have received nothing from 


F 2 „ them. 
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them. This elaim the Nabob hath likewiſe acknowiedged, and it is 
regiſtered in the Cutcherry. 


* Of the third—My claim is founded on the bond of Ameer-ul- 
Omrah Behauder, as Naib or Manager of the country at the time, 
for ſums ſupplied him to aſſiſt in the public advances made to the 
inhabitants, according to the cuſtom of the country, and thoſe debts 
of the inhabitants made over to me as ſecurity. The records of the 


Cutcherry will prove the tranſaction, and from the Dobbeer, the pub- 
lic officer, I had authority to receive theſe ſums. 


« The bonds of the inhabitants I have not at Madras; I conclude 


they are either depoſited in the Cutcherry, or in the hands of my 
people to the ſouthward. 


& This claim is likewiſe vouched by the Nabob in his Letter of Cer- 
tificate. I aſk, that the Rajah may cauſe the inhabitants to pay to 
me what is juſtly due from them on account of thoſe advances. 


* Of the fourth—The inhabitants ſtand indebted to me for balance 
of account current; a ſet of books only could furniſh you with the 
particulars. What I have to aſk of you under this head is, that I 
may be furniſhed with a Letter to the Rajah, to cauſe the grain that 


was my property, and in poſſeſſion of my people, the produce of 
laſt year (not of the preſent crop), to be immediately reſtored, in 


quantity two lacks twenty-four thouſand and forty-four (2,24,044) 
cullums; alſo that which had been depoſited with me by the inhabi- 


tants on account of their debts, as already ſet forth, and that the ſaid 


inhabitants do pay to me ſuch debts as ſhall be proved to be juſtly 
due from them. 


40 My loans and concerns with the Circar nk been made known 
to your Board in the moſt public manner; for J came under 
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engagements to pay to the Dutch the ſum ſtipulated in the 
Treaty made with the Nabob in 1773. Such engagement, made an 
article in that Treaty, which I underſtood received the approbation 
of your Board, alſo of the Court of Director, and the Courts of 


England and Holland. 


“ have further, within the laſt three years, paid into the Com- 
pany's Treaſury, on my own Bills, on the Nabob's account, ſums 
to the amount of nearly twenty lacks (20,00,000) of pagodas.. * 


« As I am addreſſing you upon a caſe of property, you will doubt- 
leſs allow the degree of freedom that is neceſſary to ſupport my 
right. I beg your leave to ſuggeſt, that I think Lord Pigot, in this 
inſtance, becomes a party; it is by his - meaſures, and in the 
execution of his orders, that I am deprived of my property, and 
driven to the brink of ruin and deſpair. When I appeal to your 
candour and to your juſtice, is it conſiſtent he ſhould be one of my 
Judges? Had the meaſures I complain of been adopted by your 
particular Orders, I know not how the ſubje& of my repreſentations 
could have been a queſtion before your Board. 
I am, with reſpect, | 
My LoRD, and GanTLEMEN, 


Fort St. George, Four very devoted, and 


29th May, 1776. Obedient humble Servant, 


PauL BenFIELD.” 
1 1 


„In anſwer to that part of Mr. Benfield's Lener, where | he com- 
« plains of the injuries he has ſuſtained from the meaſures and con- 


« duct of the Right Honourable Lord Pigot, while acting under the 
« Commiſſion of the Board, in cauſing the grain that had been 


« depoſited with him, to be ſeized by the Company's Sepoys, and in . 


« depriving him of the means further to collect the Revenue, 


« The 


177. 
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1880 
© The Preſident deſires, that the Reſolution of Council, 25th March 
&« Jaſt, may be read; as well as the Orders that were given the Of- 
„ ficers commanding the battalion of Sepoys, and the form of an 


« Order from him to ſuch Officers as he ſhould ſend on detachment ; in 
e conſequence of which they are now read, and entered as follows: 


Extract of Minutes of Conſultation, 25th March, 1776. 


TH E ſafety of Tanjore, and the ſecurity of the Rajah and his 
«* family, appearing to make it neceſſary, not only that an Engliſh 
* garriſon ſhould be in the fort, but that the country alſo be protected 
© by the Company's troops; | 


6c Reſolved, therefore,. to ſend another battalion of Sepoys to the 
Southward, the better to enable the Rajah of Tanjore to collect in 
his revenues, if this meaſure proves agreeable to him.” 


* 


0 
' 


To Captain Mackenzie, of the Sixth Battalion of Sefoys. 
" 8 1 R, 
« YOU are hereby directed to proceed to Mayavaram with the 


battalion under your command; leaving at Panpanuſum and Cam- 
bagonum, as you paſs, ſuch part of your battalion as the managers 
for the Rajah's affairs, Kiſtna Roy and Bapewaa, who accompany 
you, may deſire, to protect the affairs of Revenue. 


Jam, SIR, 


Tanjore, | Your moſt obedient Servant, 
13th April, 1776. Fg PIG OT.“ 
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Form "of an Order from Captain Mackenzie, to his Officers on 


* 


3 4 Detachment, ] 

F © IN conſequence of the Orders I have received from the Right 1 

A * Honourable Lord Pigot, you will proceed to „where you 4 

8 | are to protect the Officers of the Rajah of Tanjore, i in the manage- | 
| © ment of Revenues. I am, SIR, &c.“ | 


«© Whereupon the Preſident deſires the opinion of the Board, as to 
© the propriety of thoſe Orders, with reſpect to the Reſolutions of 
« Council 25th March laſt, and the powers veſted in him by the Board, 
« to carry the orders of the Company into execution. 


„As Mr, Mackay was againſt the Preſident's having any military 
% authority, he is in doubt whether he ought to give an opinion on 
« any military Order given by him. 


« The Order now produced, as given by the Preſident to Captain 


«© Mackenzie, appears to him conformable to the Reſolution of the 
« 95th March. | 


« Mr. Bundes is of opinion, that Orders given by the Preſident are 
« conformable to the Reſolutions of Council 25th March. 
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« Ag Mr. Palmer conceives the queſtion before the Board to relate Y 
2 ' «to the Orders given to Captain Mackenzie, he thinks them quite 
| « conſonant to the Reſolutions of the Board 25th March, readies to the. 
6 putting the Rajah in poſſeſſion of Tanjore: 2 


« ] think the Orders given by the Preſident were entirely conform- 
1 « able to the Reſolution of the Board, and to the power veſted in him 
| « for the purpoſe of carrying the Orders of the Company into exe- 
* cution. 


« Mr. 1 


Cc 
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«© Mr. Dalrymple thinks the Orders entirely conformable to the Re- 
ſolution of Council 25th March laſt, 

„Mr. Ruſſel is of the ſame opinion. 

« Mr. Brooke is of the ſame opinion. 

« Mr. Dawſon is of the ſame opinion. 

Sir Robert Fletcher. I think the Orders not conformable to the 
Reſolution of the Board. I think they would have been conform- 
able to that Reſolution, if Lord Pigot had given his Orders through 
Colonel Harper, and not immediately to Captain Mackenzie, 

« Mr. Stratton is of the opinion, the Orders given by the Preſident 
are conformable to the Reſolution of Council the 25th March. 

r Reſolved, That the above Orders, given by the Preſident, are 
conformable to the Reſolutions of Council the 25th March laſt, and 
the Powers veſted in him by the Board, to carry the Orders of the 
Company into execution. 


Ordered, That the Secretary do furniſh Mr. Benfield with a Copy 
of the Orders given by the Preſident to Captain Mackenzie, and the 
form of an Order from him (Captain Mackenzie) to his Officers on 
detachment; and at the ſame time, that Mr, Benfield be informed, 
if his people can point out any Officer or Sepoy who has acted 
improperly, and he will repreſent the particulars of ſuch behavi- 
our to the Board, the neceſſary enquiry ſhall be made into their 
conduct. | 


The Preſident then moves the following queſtion : 


„ That the Rajah of Tanjore being in full poſſeſſion of this country, 
by the Company's expreſs Orders, it is the opinion of the Board, 
That it is not in their power to comply with Mr. Benfield's requeſts 
in any reſpect: thoſe claims on individuals, which bear the appear- 

4 | « ance 


(a 


te ance of having no connections with Government, not being ſuf- 
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ficiently explained to enable the Board to form an opinion thereon, 
and the aſſignment of the Nabob not being admiſſible, 


* Mr, Mackay thinks it is in the power of the Board to comply v with 
Mr. Benfield's requeſt in ſome reſpeQts, and will deliver in his reafons 
for thinking ſo at the next Conſultation. 


« Mr. Jourdan is againſt the Queſtion, and will give his reaſons i in 
writing at the next Conſultat ieee. 


« Mr. Palmer is againſt the Queſtion, and will give in his reafons 
at the next Conſultation. 


&« Mr. Stone for the Queſtion, 

« Mr. Dalrymple for the Queſtion, 

« Mr. Ruſſell for the Queſtion. 

« Mr. Brooke for the Queſtion, 

« Mr. Dawſon for the Queſtion. 


“% Sir Robert Fletcher againit the Queſtion, * will deliver in u bis 
reaſons at the next Conſultation. 


« Mr. Stratton againſt the Queſtion, and will deliver in his reaſons 


at the next Council. 


« The Preſident for the Queſtion ; and with this ſtronger addition, 
that he thinks Mr. Benfield has broke through the ſtanding Orders 
of the Company in many inſtances, by his interferences with the 
Country Governments, as appears by the following Extracts from 
the ſtanding Orders of the Company: | 


Extract of the Honourable Court's Letter, dated 27th October, 17 14. 


« WE very well like the Injunctions mentioned in the 77th Para- 


„ graph of your Letter, by the London, to all our people, that none | 


G 5 © of 
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1 | of them have any dealings with the Country Government in Money 


1 | “Matters; and earneſtly deſire, this may be frequently repeated to 
4 & all places, as our ſtanding, irreverſible Order, never to be broken on 
4 © any occaſion, &c. 


iq Carried in the Affirmative, Six to Five.“ 


And your Committee find, That on the 3d day of June, 1776, 
N Diſſents were entered by ſeveral Members of Council to the Reſolution 
concerning the Claims of Mr. Benfield. 


Fol. 190 to ] put my negative on the Queſtion propoſed by the Preſident at 
6. 
Mr. Mac- the laſt Conſultation ; | 


Ag _—_ % Becauſe I am of opinion, that the Nabob has a right to the Go- 
« vernment ſhare of the crop in the Tanjore country for the year 
« Phazulty ; that is, the crop ſown in 1775, and reaped in the be- 
« pinning of 1770; all the advances for the cultivation having been 
* made by him, and the country having been in his poſſeſſion until 
© the greateſt part, if not the whole, of the crop was cut down; and 


« therefore all aſſignments or orders given by the Nabob on the Tan- 


jore country, as far as his ſhare of this crop would pay, ought to 
de ſtand good. On this particular the Court of Directors could not 
% give any preciſe Orders, not probably being acquainted with the 
© time of cultivation, or the time of harveſt; and the Orders they 
| % have given would, in my opinion, as well warrant the ſeizing any 
4 other property the Nabob might have in the Tanjore country, as 
1 « ſeizing his ſhare of the crop. Still leſs can their Orders mean, that 
„ individuals and Britiſh ſubjeQs, living under the protection of the 
3 Company, ſhould be deprived of their property in that country, by 
j 66 Its being taken from the Nabob, and given to the Rajah, 


© Becauſe Mr. Benfield's Claims on the inhabitants of the Tanjore 
country, and for grain for the laſt year, which was taken from his 


people, 


Cal 


ce people, were ſufficiently explained, to have induced en to 
« give him ſuch a Letter to the Rajah as he required. 


. 8 * : 


„ Becauſe Mr. Benfield's loans t6 the Nabob, and the Abies 
e of the Tanjore country through the Nabob, do not appear to me to 
« be contrary to the Orders of the Court of Directors, which I have 7 
&« ſeen; for 1 do not allow the Orders of 1710 and 1712, quoted by = 
40 the Preſident, to be in force now. Times and circumſtances are ſo bh, 
0 totally changed, that what might be proper then, may not be ſo at 

« this time; and Mr. Benſield's loans, as far as appears to me, are 

« conformable to the late Act of Parliament, ſent out for our guidance, 

jn lending. of money in the country at the legal intereſt of 12 per 
« cent. is ſo far from being an injury to the Company or the natives, 

« that I am well convinced it is an advantage to both, particularly to , 
« the latter; nor can I conſider Europeans lending money in this | 
* manner any way interfering with the wings Government.“ 


1111 
* - 


* Mr, Palmer concurring in opinion with Mr. Mackay, f dere Mr. Ht 
mer's Diſ- 
« to his wi und ot. ſent. 


75 1 diſſent from the Reſolution of Council of 2gth May, Kn Mr. Jour- 


« Mr. Benfield's Claims, for the following reaſons: rig ory Diſ- 


< That the Nabob having, by the Britiſh arms, been put into, and 
having had full poſſeſſion of the Tanjore country, had, as the Lord 
« or Phouzdar of it, an undoubted right to diſpoſe of the revenues, 
and, of courſe, to mortgage the crops upon the ground, or give 
« Orders upon them; and I am informed, that mortgages of this kind 
« are frequent in the country: That the tranſactions on Which Mr. 
« Benfield's Claims are made, have every appearance of right. The 
© bonds are for money advanced to the Nabob on the ſecurities of 
G 2 | countries, 
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countries, and the ſums are certified to have been received. It hath 
been ſaid, that loans to the Nabob are contrary to the Orders of the 
Company ; but I know not of any ſuch. Orders of 1710 and 1712, 
quoted by the Preſident, cannot, in my opinion, be conſidered in 
point; the fituation of the Company's affairs having ſo materially 
changed ſince the time thoſe Orders were framed, and the Company 
having, by their aſſiſtance to the creditors of the Nabob, given 
ſanction to ſuch loans. Beſides, Mr. Benfield's having paid the 
Dutch a ſum of money for the account of the Nabob, was public, 
and the Company have not expreſſed diſpleaſure at it. I always 
thought, and ſtill do, that it is an uſurious rate of intereſt, and not 
the perſons the loans are made to, which cauſed the limitations in 


the Act of Parliament. 


* On the principles of the Nabob's right to the crop, and Mr. Ben- 
field's Claims being juſtly founded, and not colluſive, I think the 
Orders and Aſſignments mentioned in the three firſt articles admiſ- 
ſible; and that this Government ought to inform the Rajah thereof, 
and to intereſt itſelf in obtaining ſatisfaction for Mr. Benfield. 


« 'The claim on the inhabitants for caſh advanced by Mr. Benfield, 
through Umree-ul-Omrah, the Deputy, appears to me ſo juſtly due 
from the inhabitants, that I am of opinion, that a Letter ought to 
be given to him, recommending it to the Rajah to ſee juſtice done 
to him, in recovering ſuch debts as may be propoſed to him to be 


juſtly due. 

** The ſeizure of the grain of a crop, carries with it an extraordi- 
nary appearance; for there could not, in my opinion, be the leaſt 
colour or pretence for it. The Board ought, I think, to intereſt 
themſelves particularly for the reſtitution of this, as well as for the 
recovery of the debts due from the inhabitants. 


& cannot 


E 


: & TI cannot conclude, without expreſſing, that I think, as the Pre- 
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ſident judged he had not authority to give Mr. Benfield any aſſiſt- 
ance, he ought, after the information he had received from Mr. 
Benfield, to have repreſented all theſe circumſtances to the Rajah ; 


that he would, on his return, lay the claim before the Board for 
their determination, which I do not recollect that he appears to have 
done.“ 


« gave my negative, at the laſt Conſultation, to the Preſident's 
Queſtion upon Mr, Benfield's Claims: | 


* Becauſe, it appears to me that Mr. Benfield's ks ary is admiſ- 


* /ible; and whether the obſtructions Mr, Benfield meets with, ariſe 
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from acts committed by the authority of this Government, or by, the 


authority of the Rajah after his reſtoration, I think he has a claim 
upon us; I think he has a right to our ſupport in the former, and in 


the latter has reaſon to expect all the aſſiſtance our influence can give 
him. 8 | 


In the latter caſe, I think we ſhould explain to the Rajah the uni- 


verſal law of nations, by which it is implied, that the individual is 


ſtill to be protected in his rights, though the hands of Government 


are changed; and in the former caſe, I do not think we are autho- 
riſed, by any conſlruction of the Company” 8 Orders, to put the Ra- 
jah in poſſeſſion of the property in queſtion; on the contrary, I 
imagine that the part the Company have taken, in changing the Go- 
vernment of the Tanjore country, would make them anxious that 
the arrangements ſhould take place, without obſtruction or impedi- 


ment to the rights of individuals. 


& The Company haye ever been attentive to thoſe rights, where the 


4 Government has been changed under their influence; and that at- 


2 tention 


Sir Robert 
Fletcher's 
Diſſent. 
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tention ought, in the preſent buſineſs, I think, to have the weight 
of authority with us. 


« By a late deciſion in our high Courts of Juſtice at home, the Ar- 


* menians have recovered damages of Mr. Verelſt, for the loſs of pro- 


perty they ſuſtained, by his influence, in Sujah-ul-Dowlah's coun- 
try; and if his influence was deemed illegal, I cannot believe that 


the Company will ſupport us in in rs Benfield's Claims to be 
inadmiſſible, b | 


„The loans advanced by Mr. Benfield, on the crops of the Tanjore 
country, I underſtand to be money actually paid for property pur- 
chaſed; which is the ſame thing as if the Nabob had afligned to him 
manufactures in the warehouſe, and ſome in the loom; and upon 
what principle ſuch property can be ſeized, or transferred with the 
dominion of the country, I confeſs myſelf at a loſs to conceive. ' The 
utmoſt extent of the Company's Orders, was to reſtore the Rajah to 


his Government. 


© We had information from the Nabob, that, when he was put in 
poſſeſſion of that Government, he was much incumbered with debts, 
which the Rajah owed to the Dutch, the Danes, and others; that 
the diſcharge of them, and the ranſom money, had loaded him with 
debts; and that he had been obliged to mortgage and aſſign the re- 
venues of the Tanjore, and his other countries, to raiſe the neceflary 
ſums ; beſides, that the arrears of his troops, ſtationed in the Tan- 


jore country for his protection, were likewiſe ordered upon it by 


ſpecial aſſignments. 


4 Country Government in India, that i is only a a year's revenue in 
anticipation, or debt, may be ſaid to be in eaſy circumſtances ; and 
whether the Company may not think that we ſhould have conſulted 
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with the Rajah, to know his ſenſe of receiving his Government 
under ſuch circumſtances, before we proceed to ſhut out the Claims 


Wet. 


upon his country, a future period will ſhew. The Company, 1 


think, could never mean to eſtabliſh the Rajah's Government upon 


the ruin of individuals entitled to their protection, whether g natives 
or Britiſh ſubjects. 7h | 


© The Company's Quiere 4 in the days of chma Anne, 1 by 
the Preſident, forbidding their ſervants to lend money, are entirely 
null and void, as if they never had exiſted. The late public ſtatute 
expreſſes no limitation but the rate of intereſt ; of courle it gives a 
general right to lend at that intereſt: that ſtatute, more effectually 
than the Company's Orders, prevents the evils they were intended to 
remedy ; and if we commit offences which come within the ſtatute, 
either by improper loans, or the acceptance of preſents, the legal 
courſe of trial is in the Mayor' s Court. | 


« Having heretofore diſſented from the Preſident's being employed 
on the Tanjore buſineſs, without defined and limited inſtructions 


from the Board; and having, previous to his Lordſhip's departure 
to Tanjore, mentioned in Council the matter of private property in 
the Tanjore country, I think it my duty to declare, as a Member of 


this Government, that I am in no manner acceſſary to the mea- 


ſure, either of obſtructing or ſuperſeding the Claims of any private 
property whatſoever in the Tanjore country; and that therefore I 


ſtand legally acquitted of all conſequences that the Gn. or their 
agents may be ſubjected to by the meaſure.” 


« I was againſt the Queſtion before the Board the 29th of May be⸗ 
cauſe that in ſome reſpects the Preſident and Council have it in their 


power to comply with Mr. Benfield's requeſts ; for I think we may 
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( 48 ) 
afford him our good offices with the Rajah of Tanjore, without any 
injury to him, in recovering from the inhabitants of that country 
* the Claims mentioned by Mr. Benfield in the 3d and 4th articles of 


„his Letter, dated the 29th of May, which he declares to be juſt and 
% well known to the Dobbeer, the preſent Manager, moſt of them be- 


* 


ing duly regiſtered in the Cutcherry of Tanjore; and as I conclude 
the Rajah is by this time well acquainted with the naturg of theſe 
Claims, I doubt not but he would, on an application, afford Mr. Ben- 
e field's people every aſſiſtance in his power in the recovery of them 
* from the inhabitants, ſhould rhey on examination prove juſt, 


“ The firſt article mentioned by Mr. Benfield is a mortgage, granted 
to him by the Nabob on the preſent crop, which, in my opinion, the 
Nabob is entitled to, by his having advanced very conſiderable ſums 
„of money to the inhabitants for the cultivation thereof; and, agree- 
* able to a cuſtom obſerved all over India, did, in conſequence, mort- 
gage the Government ſhare of certain lands for the payment of the 
* ſums he received from Mr. Benfield.“ 


** 


* 


- 


And your Committee find, That a motion was made and agreed to 
the ſame day, without any objection whatever, for re-conſidering the 
197, Proceedings of Council, where it had been reſolved, that the Board 
could not comply with Mr, Benfield's requeſts; and that Mr. Benfield 
again addreſſed the Board as follows; viz. 


+ 
| . « My LorD, and GENTLEMEN, 
i 99. AS 1 underſtand that it has been matter of ſurpriſe to ſome, 
1 © that my Claims on the Tanjore country had not been repreſented to 
5 
} 


| © your Board before the departure of Lord Pigot for Tanjore, I beg 
| l e leave to remind you, that, in my letter of the 38th ultima, I ac- 


« quainted you, that, previous to the laſt Conſultation before his 
1 5 “ Lord- 
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“ Lordſhip's departure for, Tanjore, I repreſented to him the nature 
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« French, the Danes, or the Dutch, I do not ſuppoſe they could have 
been altogether neglected. I hope then your Lordſhip, &c. will 


of my Property and Claims in the Tanjore country. His Lordſhip 
was at that time, as I underſtood, charged with your Commiſſion to 
ſettle the Tanjore Buſineſs. . Had his Lordſhip conſidered the repre- 
ſentation I made to him, a matter of importance for the conſider- 
ation of the Board, I might naturally conclude - he would have 
reported it; and had I not received ſuch ſatisfaction; in words, from 
his Lordſhip, as induced me. to believe the repreſentation I had 


made to him ſufficient, I ſhould myſelf have acquainted the Board 
of my Claims at that Conſultation. 


« His Lordſhip acquainted me, That he could have no wiſh or deſire 
to deliver over the property of his fellow - ſubject to a Gentoo, a 


Pagan ; and that if I ſent a perſon with him to repreſent on the 


ſpot, what was my property, it was enough. I replied to his Lord- 
ſhip, That if it was agreeable to * I would myſelf attend for that 
purpoſe. He deſited I would do fo. o. 


« Your Lordſhip, Cc. will then judge of my ſurpriſe at receiving 
ſuch a Letter as his Lordſhip wrote to me at Tanjore, the Igth of 
April laſt, in anſwer to my Addreſs to him on the very matter which 
had carried me to Tanjore. On taking my leave of lris Lordſhip the 


next morning, I acquainted him, That, had he been as explicit when 
I applied to him at Madras, it would have been _— c—_— 


for me to have attended him at Tanjore, 


" After the former change of Government at Tanjore, T believe the 


Nabob diſcharged every Claim made on account of chat country 
to the Dutch, to the Danes, to the Engliſh, and to the Natives; 
and had applications of the nature of mine been made to you by the 
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duly conſider my ſeveral repreſentations, and afford me your aſſiſt- 


c 


« ance and ſupport, in getting reſtored to me what was my property 
&« there when the late change took place, which had chiefly been 
&« ſecured to me by ie Sc. according to the cuſtom of the 
* country. 


A 


It is an invariable rule throughout the whole country, that grain 
“growing on the ground becomes property from the day it is planted; 
« and is every where delivered over, and received as ſuch, and held by 


* the Soucars to be good and ſufficient ſecurity. 


I am with reſpect, 
« My Lok p, and GENTLEMEN, 
Jour very devoted, and 
Fort St. George, : © Obedient humble ſervant, 
30 June, 1776. | %R PAUL BENFIELD."” 


And your Committee find it ordered, That the ſaid Letter ſhould lie 


upon the table ; and, the 5th of June, the following Letter was wrote to 
Mr. Benfield : 


14:48 1-3 

] am directed by the Right Honourable the Preſident and Council, 
4 to furniſh- you with the accompanying Copy of an Order from Lord 
„ Pigot to Captain Mackenzie, and of the form of an Order given to 
e Captain Mackenzie for his Officers on detachment ; and further, I am 
te directed to acquaint you, that if your people can point out any Officer 
or Sepoy, who has aQted improperly, and you will repreſent the par- 


55 ticulars of ſuch behaviour to the Board, the neceſſary enquiry will 
. made, i into their conduQ. 


% Tam, SIR, | 
Fort St. Goran, | . Jour moſt obedient ſervant, 
6th June, 1776. ö do, KR. J. :SVLIVSN,” 
f ? 1 ye” . | - | | 


C. 3 3 


And your Committee find, That, on the 13th of June, 1776, the Re- pol. 2 33: 
ſolution, that it was not in the power of the Board to comply with Mr. 
Benfield's Claims, was reſcinded. | 


1} 11 


And that, on the 14th of June, the Corr 8 That all the 234. 


Claims of Mr. Benfield were private, and not public concerns; but N 7 
another Member of Council being, by previous notice, in poſſeſſion | 
of the Board, and of opinion, that his own motion. ſhould precede 1 that | : 


of the Governor, i it was ſo agreed by the Board. 


*3f } Date 


It was then moved,“ That it is the opinion of the Board, that the 236. 
* Nabob had a right to the Government ſhare of the crop in the Tan- 
*« jore country, the produce of grain ſown during the time it was in 
e his poſſeſſion ; and that any mortgages he may have given on the 
&« ſame are good.” | 


And upon this queſtion the Preſident moved the previous queſtion ; 
which being negatived, the main queſtion was then put, and carried in 
the affirmative. 


* 


And it was then moved, © That a Letter be written to the Rajah of 245. 
Tanjore, to inform him of the above Reſolution of the Board, and to 
recommend to him to give Mr, Benfield all reaſonable aſſiſtance in 
i recovering ſuch debts as appear to be juſtly due to him from the in- 
© habitants, as well as to reſtore to him the grain of laſt year, which 
*© was in the poſſeſſion of his people, and ſaid to be forcibly taken from 


„ them.“ 


2 


5 


WW as an e to the . it was moved by the 
Governor, That a Letter be wrote to the Nabob, to inform him of 
the above Reſolution of the Board, and to recommend to him to ſend 
the ſeveral Amuldats and Officers with their accounts into the Tan- 
% jore countty, that the Dobbeer may be enabled to lay before us a 
© true ſtate of the Nabob's rights to the Government ſhare of the crop 
* in the Tanjore country, the produce of grain ſown during the time 
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&« jt was in his poſſeſſion, that we may form an opinion how far the 
e mortgages or orders he may have given are good.“ 

And after a ſhort debate, the former motion was carried in the af- 
firmative, without the amendment. 


It was then moved, © That it be further recommended to the 
„ Rajah, to account with Mr. Benfield for the Government ſhare of 
te the grain in the diſtricts aſſigned to him by the Nabob, and ſaid to be 
« forcibly taken from his people.“ 


And the motion was carried in the affirmative. 


And the Preſident's queſtion was then put, That“ all the Claims 
« "of Mr. Benfield are priate, and not public concerns.” 


And your Committee find the following Opinions given on that 
occaſion : 


« Mr, Mackay is of opinion, That the Claims, ſo far as they regard 


„ Mr. Benfield, are private; but ſo far as they regard the Nabob's 
<« aſſignments to Mr. Benfield, they are public.” 


« Mr. Jourdan is of the ſame opinion with Mr. Mackay.” 
« Mr. Palmer is of the ſame opinion with Mr. Mackay.” 
« Mr. Stone is of opinion, they are of a private nature.“ 
„% Mr. Floyer is of opinion, That Mr. Benfield's Claims were un- 
doubtedly of a private nature ; but from intervening cauſes, are now 
become a matter worthy of public conſideration.” | 

Mr. Dalrymple is of opinion, they are private concerns.” 

« Mr. Ruſſell is of opinion, they are private concerns.“ 

«© Mr. Brooke is of opinion, That Mr. Benfield's concerns, conſidered 
« fimply, were originally of a private nature; but, by the change of 
Government in the Tanjore country, and the Nabob's acknowledge- 
«© ment of the aſſignments to Mr. Benfield to this Board, they are now 
become a public object of conſideration of the Board.” 

« Mr, Dawſon is of opinion, they are of a private nature.” 


e Sir Robert Fletcher thinks them private Claims, ſo blended with 
| * the 
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„the affairs of the Nabob's Government, and conſequently ſo con- 


* need with the intereſt of the Company, that they become in ſome 
% meaſure Claims of a public nature.“ 


Mr. Stratton is of opinion, That the Claims, fo far as they relate 
to Mr. Benfield, are of a private, but ſo far as they regard the Nabob, 
that they are of a public nature.“ 


« The Preſident is of opinion, they are of a private nature. 


« And the Preſident acquaints the Board, That he intended to have 
&©« followed the above motion with a recommendation, that this matter 
might have been referred to the Court of Directors, expreſſed in the 
motion which he now deſires may be recorded as one he intended 
© to have made: 


„That it appears to this Board, That Mr. Benfield's tranſactions 
<« with the Country Government, are contrary to the expreſs Orders of 
the Company; and that any interference therein may raiſe apprehen- 
e ſions in the Rajah of Tanjore, and tend to involve the Company's 
« affairs on this coaſt; for which reaſon it is reſolved, that this matter 
© be referred to the Honourable the Court of Directors.“ 


And your Committee find a Minute entered by the Majority, on Con- 


ſulcation the 17th of June, 1776, of which the following is an Extract: 


When Mr. Benfield's Claims were conſidered on the 29th May laſt, it 


« was carried by a Majority againſt the Claimant; but on the 14th inſtant, 
« it was reconſidered ; and it has been reſolved, That a Letter ſhall be 
« written to the Rajah, explaining to him the Board's opinion, that the 
«© Government's ſhare of the crop is the property of the Nabob; and that 
they recommend to him to reſtore to Mr. Benfield the grain that hath 
been ſaid to have been forcibly taken from his people, and to ſee that 


« juſtice be done to him by the inhabitants.” 
a It 


Val. v. 
fol. 250. 


14 


It has been urged, That the adjudging of that crop to be the Nabob's, 
is improper, becauſe Mr. Benfield's Claims were not warranted by the 
Company's Orders; that they were of a private nature; and that of 
courſe the Company were not obliged to aſſiſt him in the recovery of 
them; and that ſuch interference of this Government might alienate 
the mind of the Rajah, and irritate the Marattas, &c. 


To theſe we reply, That it was neceſſary to determine whether the 


Nabob has a right to the crop on the ground; for this was tracing it to 
its ſource. If the Nabob had no right, it was evident that the Claims 


on that were ill founded: if he had a right, it became incumbent on the 
Board to take them into conſideration. The poſſeſſion of the country 
gave to the Nabob an undoubted right to the revenue, from the day of 


the capture until its reſtitution. The crop was ſowed during that time; 


and had it not been for the defection of the inhabitants, it would, before 
the time of reſtitution, have been divided. | Gene 


Governments do frequently, in this country, mortgage the crop as 


ſoon as it is ſown, and ſuch mortgages are always deemed valid. Beſides, 
we think this right comes within the Company's Orders by the Gren- 
ville. The Loan made by Mr. Benfield may be contrary to the Orders 
of the Board of 1769 ; but theſe had been deemed of ſo little force, that 
the Government ſaw them daily broken through without remark. 


The Company's Orders to the Select Committee of the 1oth April, 
1771, which were not before communicated to the Board, aroſe on 
complaints from the Nabob againſt Colonel Wood, and other Officers 
in his garriſons, for lending money at an exorbitant intereſt to his peo- 
ple, without his knowledge, and for ſeizing his crops on the ground 
before his revenues were collected; as will appear from the very para- 
graph quoted by Mr. Dalrymple, the explanatory part of which he has 
thought proper not to introduce in his Minute. It is the 14th para- 


graph, 
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graph, and begins thus: “ We wave entirely at preſent the conſider- 
« ation of the conſequences which might naturally be expected to fol- 
* low, ſhould a compliance with the Nabob's requeſt to withdraw 
& the Company's troops from his Forts, take place, becauſe we are not 
« at all diſpoſed to make the experiment; but in order to convince the 
“% Nabob, that our troops ſhall not in the leaſt interfere with his reve- 
« nues, we direct, &c.” From hence it appears to us, that theſe Orders 
were intended to reſtrain the Officers and Civil Servants in the Nabdb's 
garriſons in lending money in the manner complained of by the: Nabob, 
and which appears to us in no reſpect ſimilar to the Loans made by ond 
Benfield. | 

It is well known that the Company have often intereſted themſelves 
for the European creditors of the Nabob; that they directed the Board 
to endeavour to put Colonel Wood on the ſame footing with the other 
creditors; and that, in the inſtance of Meſſrs Charles Smith and Monck- 


ton, their diſapprobation appears chrefly againſt the high rate of intereſt. 
« Mr. Benheld, jointly with a Soucar, in 1773, became ſecurity to 
« the Dutch for a ſum of 484,545 pagodas, mentioned by the Nabob 
in his treaty with them, which was laid before the Board, and the 
% Preſident made the following Minute on the occaſion; That the 
« Nabob had informed him, T hat in the courſe of the negociation, he 
© had requeſted the aſſiſtance of Mr, Benfield in raiſing money to comply 
© with the demands of the Dutch; and that the Preſident has reaſon to 
© believe, that unleſs Mr. Benheld had exerted himſelf in this buſineſs, i it 
* would not have been in the Nabob s power to have accommodated mat- 
ters ſo ſoon with the Dutch.” And as the Dutch refuſed t todeliver up the 
« country in their poſſeſſion, and as the forcing of them might have been 
« attended with national i inconveniences, the Loans made by Mr. Benfield 
© on that occaſion appear to have been of | great ſervice, both to the Com- 
60 pany and to the Nabob, and to habe been with the approbation of the 
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Board; and the ſilence of the Court of Directors thereupon implies 
their approbation. 


How could we then, after the conſideration of theſe circumſtances, 
with any propriety admit, that theſe Loans were contrary lo the Orders 
of the Board and of the Company ? Beſides, the late AQ of Parlia- 
ment reſtrains only the rate of intereſt, and does not except to the 
condition of the borrower, We will, on this ſubject, add, that we 
think ſuch Loans are not a prejudice, but an advantage to the 
Nabob's Government ; it is ſupplying him with money at a leſs rate 
than the Natives will do; and as all Governments at times require 
money, the greater the number of lenders, the more readily will the 
ſums requiſite be raiſed. It has been ſaid, that the Claims were of 
a private nature; and ſo it muſt be confeſſed they originally were; 
and in their original ſtate the Government might intereſt itſelf in 
the recovery of them or not, as might have been judged proper ; 
but the late change altered the caſe, by the manner in which the 
Preſident delivered the country to the Rajah, without informing him 
of the claims upon it; which he, the Preſident, had been made 


acquainted with, as ſet forth by Mr. Benfield, and they therefore 
become matter of a public nature. 


Alt is now reſolved, That the Nabob had a right to the crop; 


and that the Claimant ſhall be recommended for the recovery of his 
property. We will add, we always conſidered that the matter was 
not, whether Mr. Benfield had broken the Company's Orders; but 
whether Mr. Benfield having been diſpoſſeſſed of his property by 
the late change, his claims ſhould be recommended to the Rajah ? 
It appeared to us, that he had a right to diſpoſe of it; that he had 
diſpoſed of part to Mr. Benfield; and that the Rajah on the late 


opinion.” 
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“As alarms and apprehenſions have been thrown out, that danger- 
ous conſequences may enſue from this flep; we ſay, We mean not te- 
do more than recommend lo the Rajah to ſee that juſtice be done, leaving 
the manner and time to himſelf; and we have not an idea, that this 
Government ought to go further without orders from our Superiors. 


«© It has been ſaid, that charging the Tanjore country with a ſum, no 
leſs than 30 lacks of pagodas, will greatly impoveriſh it. We never 
meant that the Rajah or Country ſhould be accountable for more 
than the Government ſhare of the crop, whatever that might be; and 
from the Preſident's report of the Dobbeer's information, it v0, only 


about 3 lacks of pagodas. We believe that the Dobbeer can furniſh. this 


Board with every account that reſpects the  Tanjore country; for he was 
the principal manager when it was in the Nabob's poſſeſſion, and he i 
continued as ſuch by the Rajah ſince the country has been given up - 
to him; and though the Nabob's people may have taken, away the 
Perſian accounts, yet there are Gentoo's Cadjans conſtantly kept i in 
the ſeveral villages, which we underſtand are not removed, and may 


be referred to by the Amuldars, moſt of whom are continyed 1 in the 


ſeveral ſoubahs or diſtricts, 


« We are confident, that the evils which would have fallen on the 
Company would have been very great. had the Nabob's right been 
denied, and his aſſignments deemed inadmiſſible : it was by the Com- 


£ 8 


pany's poſitive commands that the change of Government took Place; ; 
and by the manner in which thoſe Orders have been executed, an 
individual has been diſpoſſeſſed of his property. Sits at Law for very 
conſiderable ſums might have enſued ; where they would have fallen, 
we are not competent in the law to determine; whether on the 
Company, this Board, or individual members; but of this we are - 
clear, that a Britiſh fubje& ought not to be diſpoſſeſſed of his property 
but by a due courſe of law. The Company have declared that they 

I « will 
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« will not ſupport their Servants in acts that are illegal; and we believe 


0 they would be diſpleaſed by being embarraſſed with ſuits at law in 


A 


the Courts of England, eſpecially when the matter in diſpute may be 
b ſettled here agreeably to the rules of juſtice, and the eſtabliſhed 
* cuſtom of the country. If the Nabob's right to the revenues had 
e been denied, thoſe revenues muſt have fallen to the ſhare of the 
* Rajah ; who, by the ſame rule of reaſoning, would have been autho- 
« riſed to call upon the Nabob to refund all that he had received; 
© which would have entailed. on the Company inextricable difficulties, 
„ and created diſcord between the Nabob and the Rajah.” 


And your Committee find, That, on the 25th of June, the Right 
Honourable the Preſident wrote a Letter to the Nabob, of which the 
following is an Extract: 


« On the 14th of June it was reſolved, That it was the opinion 
« of the Board, that the Nabob had a right to the Government ſhare of 
* the crop in the Tanjore country, the produce of grain ſown during 
the time it was in his poſſeſſion; and that any mortgages he may 
« have given on the ſame are good.” 


And your Committee find ſeveral obſervations, entered on Conſulta- 
tion the 1 of July, among which are the following on the ſubject in 
queſtion : 


Extract: of Mr. 8 s 1 on the Minutes at Diſſents of 
the Majority. 


IN addition to what is faid, paragraph 24 of Minute roth June, 
it may be obſerved, that without a full expoſition of the nature and 
« dates of the various Orders, it is highly improper at any rate to inter- 


4 fere in Mr. Benfield's behalf, as that influence may be exerted to the 
injury of other Claimants, who may have a right of Ee and 


A certainly have at _ an equal right to ſhare. 
6 | esel I fup» 


I | 


. 
« I ſuppoſe, by loans advanced, is meant the money lent by Mr. Ben- 


e 


field to the Nabob; but, as before obſerved, theſe loans were not on, 


ge 


« 


the crops, but on bond, and the aſſi ignment of the crops a n 


* tranſaction. The poſition, being e it will be f 


examine the inferences . 


# 


« That the orders in Far Anne's a are ſtill in fo 5 1 
been frequently confirmed, ſeems clearly proven by the extracts added 
to my Minute 1oth June. The late Act of Parliament, fo far from 


« ſuperſeding, confirms all former regulations not prey revoked.” 


11 


No one ever dreamt, that adjudging the crop to be the Nabob's 
was improper, becauſe Mr. Berifield' s Claims were not warranted by 
the Company's Orders. But it was improper, becauſe the Nabob 
ought to have complied with the Company's Orders by the Grenville ; 
and if he had done fo, the Rajah would have been in full poſſeſſion 
before any crop was reaped ; and by the Dobbeer's Memorandum 
it appears, that the enormities of the Nabob's Tankadars'drove the 


inhabitants from their homes, to the general detriment af the 


Country.” 


The Company's lenity and indulgence cannot fairly be con- 
ſidered as a revocation of their Orders. I have already obſerved, 
that the Company's paſſing over, without reproof, Mr. Benfield's 
connexion with the Country Goverument concerning the Dutch hills, 
was not, in my opinion, an approbation of his conduct. The Com- 


pany may undoubtedly paſs over without buniſhment a breach of 


their Orders, from various motives; and Mr. Benfield' 8 Letter of 3d | 
September, 1 773, avowing his obedience to their Orders, might operate 


with the Company i in his behalf. In xegard..to. the Preſident (Mr. 


% Wynch's) Minute on that-ogcaſion,..quoted., by yhe Majority, I muſt 
© beg leave to ſay, that I have been told ĩt was introduced by way of 


-— C6 


exculpation, in conſequence of ſome Members of the Board having 
I 2 « taken 


313. 


314. 


315. 


318. 


333 


339. 


( 60 ) 
« taken notice, that Mr, Benſield's name there had an odd appear- 


c ance. 


« Although the late Act of Parliament expreſsly reſtrains the rate of 


Lay 


& intereſt only, and does not except the condition of the borrower ; 


* the Ac does not ſuperſede the Orders and Regulations of the Com- 
“ pany; but, on the contrary, it generally confirms ſuch as are not ipe- 
« cially ſet aſide.” 


And your Committee find, That, on the 8th of July, the Right Ho- 


nourable the Governor declared, that he had given his conſent to the re- 
canſideration of the Reſolution, concerning the Claims of the Nabob and 
Mr. Benſield on the Tavnyore country, becauje private property was ben 
concerned. 


And, on the 1oth of July 1776, your Committee find the following 
Letter was wrote to Mr. Benfield: 
c SIR; 


“ I am directed by the Right Honourable the Preſident and Council, 
« to requeſt you will, without loſs of time, give them every informa- 


tion that may have come to your knowledge, relative to the accounts 


« of the Tanjore country, on the reſtoration of the Rajah, 
« am, SIR, 


Fort St. George, « Your, moſt obedient Servant, 
10th July; 1776; R. J. SULIYAN, Secretary,” 


i x which Mr. Benfield returned the following Anſwer, three days. 
afterwards, viz, the 12th of July : 


% My LORD, and GENTLEMEN, 
I N anſwer to the Letter I have received from your Secretary of the 
„ 106th inſtant, I take leave to addreſs you the following: 


| 23 | g 


(28 


& By the Circar are kept in the Tanjore provinces: Firſt, the Sum- 
perdee accounts in Malabar on Cadjan; thoſe are taken by Sumper- 
dee Officers reſiding in the Villages or Mangans ; thoſe accounts are 
duplicates or counterparts of the Naut Canuck, or the accounts of the 


public Officers of the Villages and Mangans ; the Sumperdee Officers 


of the Villages and Mangans tranſmit their accounts to their ſupe- 
rior Sumperdees, reſiding at their Cutcherries of the Amuldars and 
Aumeens in the different Subahs, who tranſmit their ſtatements to- 
the head Sumperdee at the General Cutcherry, at Cumbaconum. 

Secondly, the Moojundar accounts in Maratta, on paper: theſe are 
taken by Moojundar Officers reſiding at the-Cutcherry of the Amuldars 

and Aumeens, in the different Sybahs, from the Sumperdee accounts 

there; thoſe accounts are tranſmitted, in the ſame manner as the 
Sumperdee accounts, to the head Moojundar at the General Cutcherry 
at Combaconum. Thirdly, the Duffer accounts at the General Cut- 
cherry at Combaconum, in Perſian and Maratta. Thoſe are the 
general ſtatements of receipts, diſburſements, and all tranſactions for 

the whole province, under the Chief Manager of the country. 


On the part of the people are kept, by public Officers appointed by 

the inhabitants in every Village and Mangan, the accounts called 

Naut Canuck, in Malahar on Cadjan; thoſe are originals of the 

Sumperdee accounts. They further contain the accounts of the 
privileges, &c. of every individual inhabitant, and all tranſaCtions i in 

the Villages and Mangans. The Naut Canuck are always conſidered 

as the records of the country, and are preſerved as ſuch they are 
referred to both by the Circar and the people of the country, when 
either hath occaſion. 


When the Dobbeer moved a ſhort time before the Rajah was re- 


ſtored, he took with him the accounts belonging to his Cutcherry,; 


the Aumeens of the different Subahs moved part of the accounts of 
their reſpective Cutcherries ; the Sumperdee Officers continued with 


6 their- 


4 
1 
4 


466 
« their accounts at the Villages and Mangans; and the Naut Canuck 
remain undiſturbed in their places as uſual. 
*« This information I am able to give your Lordſhip, &c. from my 


own knowledge, and from my people who reſided in every part of 
the country, as I had revenues to collect throughout Fu Province. 


c 


* 


U 


« am, with reſpect, 
| ti „My LogD, and GENTLEMEN, 
Madras, « Your obedient humble Servant, 


12th July, 1776. * PAUL BeNFitLD.” 


357; And your Committee find, That on the 20th day of Auguſt, 1756, 


958, 


the Right Honourable the Preſident laid before the Board the following 


Draught of a Letter to the Rajah of Tanjore, which was read and 


approved : 
To the Rajah of Tanjore. 


% Mr. BENFIELD having, in the incloſed papers, repreſented, 


0 that a large quantity of grain, the produce of laſt year's crop, had 


“been ſeized in the Tanjore country, and that he has many debts due 
to him from the inhabitants in various parts; it is recommended to 
you, to give all reaſonable aſſiſtance in recovering ſuch debts as ap- 
« pear to be juſtly due to him from the inhabitants, as well as 'to re- 
« ſtore him the grain of laſt year, which was in the poſſeſſion of his 
« people, and ſaid to be forcibly taken from them. 


V encloſe you a copy of the Act of Parliament, and particularly re- 
« fer you to the paragraph marked “, by which you will ſee what is 


« conſidered as juſt claims. 


« It has alſo been judged by à Majority of the Council, that it was 


« the Company's intention to let the Nabob have the produce of the 
ctop which had been ſown during the time the Tanjore country was in 


66 His 


663) 


his poſſeſſion; but have no intention that you or the country ſhould 
'© be accountable for more than the Government ſhare of the crop, 
«© whatever that might be. 


% They do not mean to do more than recommend to you to ſee juſtice 855 


done, leaving the manner and time to yourſelf. 


« They deſire me further to acquaint you, that notwithſtanding their 
opinion on the above circumſtances, that you may reſt aſſured of the 


ſame friendſhip and protection from the ho as the run or 
any of their friends. 


« If you have any thing you would wiſh me to repreſent to the 
« Company on this ſubject, I deſire you will pleaſe to do i it as ſpeedily 
* as you can, as a ſhip will fail to England in a few days. 


“ Orders ſhall be given for the immediate payment of the money 
& due for the Paddy, which has been delivered, as well for what has 
been received at Vellum, as what has been ſhipped far this place, 
“ or ſold by the Company to the Southward. You will pleaſe there- 


% fore to order a particular account to be drawn out, and the amount 
« ſhall be paid to Your Vackeel. " Ip 


« Application has been made to the Nabob reſpecting the ground, 


- 


% &c. neceſſary for repairing che bank, and we expect an anſwer | 


« very ſoon. 5 
„ I have the honour to be, SIR, 
« Your moſt obedient and 
Fort St. George, | 6 © moſt humble Servant, 
20th Auguſt 1776. | 5 PI Gor.” 


And your Committee do not find any further proceedings concern- 
ing the Claims of Mr. Benfield, during the Government of the Right 
Honourable Lord Pigot. | IE 


And 


- 
_ = 


E: 


Report of 
the Com- 
,mittce. 
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And your Committee find, That however warmly the ſubject of Mr. 
Benfield's Claims might have been agitated in Council, it was finally 
cloſed without the ſmalleſt ſymptom of intemperate warmth. When 
the motion was made for reconſidering the firſt deciſion, it was agreed 
to without any objection whatever; and the Right Honourable the 
Prefident afterwards declared, that he gave his conſent for ſuch recon- 
ſideration, becauſe it had reſpe& to matters of property; and when the 
former Reſolution was reſcinded, his Lordſhip, as became his ſtation, 
took the proper ſteps for carrying into execution the Reſolution of the 
Majority, by preparing Draughts of ſuch Letters to the Nabob, and to 
the Rajah of Tanjore, as the final deciſion of the Council rendered ne- 
ceſſary; which Letters being entirely ſatisfactory to the Board, received 


their approbation in Council, and were diſpatched without debate or 
objection. 


And, upon the fulleſt inveſtigation, ot the moſt mature and Catia] 
conſideration of the ſubjeft, your Committee ſubmit it to the Court as their 
opinion, That the records of Fort St. George afford no proof, that the 


diſſentions in Council, which brought on the troubles at Madras, took their 
riſe from the Claims of Mr, Benſield. * 


WILLIAM DevayNEs, Chairman, 
LAURENCE SULLIVAN, Deputy, 
WILLIAM JAaMEs, 

Joux WoopHoust, 

Joun HARRISON, 

BENJAMIN BOOTH. - 


Read in Court the 26th July, and 
Confirmed the 2d Auguſt, 1780. 


* 
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AT a Court of Directors held on ra the 15th n th 
9 me f 


On reading a Letter from Paul Benfield, Eſq. dated thiis dam; ena»: 


ing to be employed in ſuch ſtation as ſhall enable him- to-exert his beſt 
abilities in promoting the Company's intereſt ; 


Ordered, That the ſaid Letter be referred to the Commites.of Cor- 
reſpondence to examine and report. 


4 FHloNOUR ABLE SIRs, 


% As I am anxious, with all convenient ſpeed, to return to India; 
permit me to requeſt to be employed in ſuch ſtation as ſhall enable me 
to exert my beſt abilities in promoting the intereſt of the Honourable: 
Company. I truſt that the experience I have acquired-in your affairs, 
a thorough knowledge of the country, its finances and reſources, toge-- 
ther with the warmeſt zeal for the proſperity of the Company, will be 


conſidered, by yr Honourable Court, as recommendations to your 
favour. 


« Permit me, Honourable Sirs, to return my thanks, for yourr 
liberal inveſtigation of my caſe, and your candid deciſion thereon, 


E have the Honor to be, with great reſpect, 
HONOURABLE SIRS, 


London, | Your faithful humble Servant, 
November 15th, 1780. PAUL BENFIELD.” 


To the Honourable Court of Directors 
of the Eaſt India Company. | 


K ; At 
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T a Court of Direors held on Tueſday the 28th — 
1780. | | 


The Committee of n in a report, ad this FER now 
read, offering it to the Court as their opinion, that Mr. Paul Benfield 
be permitted to return to his ſtation at Fort St. George, without pre- 
judice to his rank ; 


Reſolved, That the conſideration of the ſaid . be poſtponed till 
Wedneſday the 6th December next. 


&« At a Committee of Correſpondence the 28th November, BY 


The Committee having conſidered of the requeſt of Mr. Paul Ben- 
field, referred to them by the Court on the 1 5th inſtant, for leave to 
return to India, and to be employed in ſuch ſtation as ſhall enable him 
to exert his beſt abilities in promoting the Company's intereſt, are of 
fl opinion that he be permitted to return to his ſtation at Fort St. George 
1 without prejudice to his rank.“ 


T a Court of Dran held on Wedneſday the 6th December, 
1780, 


The Court now, according to their Order of the 28th November laſt, 
taking into conſideration the report from the Committee of Correſpon- 
dence of that day's date, recommending that Mr. Paul Benfield be 
permitted to return to his ſtation at Fort St. George, without * 
to his rank; 


And a debate enſuing thereupon, in the courſe of which the follow- 
ing Papers were read, viz. 


Report from the Committee of Correſpondence, dated the 26th 


July laſt. 
1 Reſolution 


C091 
Reſolution of the Court of Directors the ad Auguſt, reſpeting 
Mr. Benfield. 
Extract of Fort St. George Military Conſultations the 6th Sep- 
tember, 1773. 


General Letter to Fort St. Gigs dated the 11th June 1777» 
par. 28. 


Extract of Fort St. George Conſultations the 20th May, 1776. 


It was, on a Motion, 

Reſolved, That the Report of the idee of Correſpondence of 
the 28th of November laſt, relating to Mr. Paul Benfield's being per- 
mitted to return to his ſtation at Fort St. George without prejudice to- 
his rank, be poſtponed until he lays before this Court, the nature arid 
amount of his demands on the Nabob of Arcot, and other Country 
Powers, how ſuch demands aroſe, and what intereſt he is to receive on 
the ſame. | 4- : 

Ordered, That the further conſideration of this buſineſs be reſumed 
on this day ſennight, and that the Secretary do acquaint Mr. Benfield 
with the above Reſolution. 


I 

I am commanded by the Court of Directors of the Eaſt India Chun 
pany to acquaint you, that before a deciſion ſhall be paſſed on your 
requeſt to return to your ſtation at Madras, without prejudice to your 
rank, it is required by the faid Court, that you lay before them the 
nature and amount of your demands on the Nabob of Arcot, and other 
Country Powers, how ſuch demands aroſe, and what intereſt you are 
to receive on the ſame. 


1 an, SIR, ; 
Eaſt India Houſe, Your moſt obedient Servant, 


Paul Benficld, Eig. 
. * * K 2 At 
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'T «-Gourt-of Directors held on wart the 14th Denies, 
1780, 


Letter from Mr. Paul Benfield, dated the 13th inſtant, incloſing 
ſundry papers in reply to the Queries contained in the Court's Reſolu- 
tion of the bth inſtant, - being read; 


The Court took into further conſideration the Report from the Com- 


mittee of Correſpondence of the 28th ultimo, and, on the queſtion be⸗ 


ing put by the Ballot, it was 


Reſolved, That Mr. Paul Benfield be permitted to return to his 
ſtation at Fort St. George, without prejudice to his rank. 


© HONOURABLE SI Rs, 

« ] have received your Secretary's Letter, dated the 6th inſtant, ac- 
quainting me, © That before a deciſion is paſſed on my Letter of the 
* 15th November, to your honourable Court, it is required of me to 
% lay before you the nature and amount of my demands on the Nabob 
* of Arcot, and other Country Powers; how ſuch demands aroſe; and 
*« what intereſt I am to receive on the ſame.” 


% Anxious on every occaſion to comply with the commands of your 
honourable Court, I ſhall proceed to give explicit anſwers to the points 
contained in the Letter I had the honour to receive from your Se- 
cretary. 

With reſpe& tothe nature and amount of my demands on the 
Nabob of Arcot and other Country Powers,” I atiſwer, firſt, that 1 
have no money tranſactions whatever, with any Country. Power but 
the Nabob.—As to © the nature of my demands, how thofe demands 
e aroſe, and their amount,” thoſe particulars, and the various and re- 

Þ | ſpective 
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ſpective ſecurities referred to, are explained in my Letters of the 28th 
and agth of May 1776, to the Governor and Council of Fort St. 
George, and further certified by a tranſlation of a Letter to me from 
his Highneſs the Nabob, of the 26th May 1776, copies of which I 
now incloſe to your Honours.—As to ** the intereſt I am to receive on 
* the ſame,” my expreſs agreement with the Nabob, was for ten per 
cent. conformable to the regulations of the Company, and I claim no 
more, 


- 


I am, with great reſpect, 
HoNOURABLE SIRS, 


Groſvenor Place, Your faithful and obedient humble Servant, 
13th December, 1780. PAUL BENFIELD." 
The Honourable Court Directors | 
of the Eaſt India Company. 


& Mr, Michell preſents his compliments to Mr. Benfield, and ac- 
quaints him that the Court of Directors have this day permitted him. to 


return to his ſtation at Fort St. George, without prejudice to his rank 
on that eſtabliſhment.” 


Eaſt India Houſe, 
14th December, 1780. 
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